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Some model railroaders take years to get through their design plans, then several 
more years before they are able to run the first train. Cam Green went from raw 
layout room in March 2017 to hosting an operations-themed railroad with significant 
amounts of scenery in less than two years. 	

The	basic framework and track were in place by November 2018. By November 2019, 
Cam had made the track and electronics run well, was progressing into structures and 
scenery, and was hosting the first operating sessions. Now, five years later, the layout 
has matured into a railroad with a full complement of structures and trackage that 
runs well. Cam is now into details and “refinements” of some areas. He attributes this 
success to having a firm concept in mind and having planned his layout before actually 
having the space and having decided on a firm concept. Dedicating time towards the 
layout, even in half hour increments, has been instrumental in his steady progress.  

The area modeled is summer 1980 (1976-1984 is his range) centered around Yarmouth 
and Augusta, Maine, where he grew up. He has fond memories of being trackside in 
the area. Historical records, photos, and books have been used to get that 
recognizable look with most trackage close to its original placement and utilization.

While the track he area modeled is summer 1980 (1976-1984 is his range) centered 
around Yarmouth and Augusta, Maine, where he grew up. He has fond memories of 
being trackside in the area. Historical records, photos, and books have been used to 
get that recognizable look with most trackage close to its original placement and 
utilization. While the track layout may not be completely exact, he goes for the 
“close enough” feel, so that those familiar can easily tell where it is.  



	Cam’s HO Scale 
layout is 28’ by 48’ 
in an L shape. It is 
located in his 
finished basement. 
Benchwork is typical 
box girder sections 
of 1x3 and 1x4 
lumber, with 
shelving L brackets 
used for the upper 
evel supports. The 
lowest level is at 36”, 
and the upper level 
tops out at 52”. These 
heights were selected 
for personal comfort 
based on visits to 
other layouts.

level supports. The lowest level is 
at 36”, and the upper level tops 
out at 52”. These heights were 
selected for personal comfort 
based on visits to other layouts. A 
helix is used to travel between 
the two operating levels and a 
lower level staging yard. Lighting, 
providing nice illumination, is by 
4k LED light strips that are 
mounted around the room and 
under the upper deck. Roadbed is 
a combination of several 
different materials. In some yard 
areas, leftover interlocking

 floor matting was used as sub-roadbed with cork roadbed on top of it. This gives a 
definite improvement in sound deadening while not letting good product go to waste. 

Track is a mix of code 83 Atlas, Micro Engineering, and Peco brands, secured with 
DAP clear adhesive. Cam has selected Micro Engineering Code 83 turnouts for their 
over center spring action without powering any frogs, preferring to keep electrical 
issues to a minimum. There is only one powered turnout, located at a remote spot 
where reaching in is troublesome and could cause damage to scenery or rolling stock.	



Operations are conducted using 
car cards with eight 
single-person crews 
and a dispatcher. The Command 
Control system of choice is the 
DCC system by 
Digitrax. Many locomotives have 
sound installed. 
Rolling stock and locomotives are 
properly serviced before being 
placed into operation. 
Weight, wheels, and coupler 
operation are checked. Kadee #5 
couplers have been added, as 
they are less finicky than the 
semi-scale versions, a definite 
plus for an operations-themed 
layout. All plastic coupler clones 
have been replaced, as they do 
not tend to hold up as well in 
operations or with Cam’s average 
train lengths of 20-plus cars.

Rolling stock is a mix of Atlas, 
Walthers, and others with 
Accurail cars being among his 
favorite for their detail level and 
ability to stand up to ops 
sessions. Most locomotives are 
Atlas RS11, GP 38, and GP7, as 
found on MEC rosters and paint
schemes.

These have a better level of pulling power and 
consistent gearing. Another item is weathering. 
About 50% of what is already in use is weathered, 
and Cam is trying to increase that percentage. Any 
new additions are weathered before being added 
onto the layout.	

Scenery is about 90% finished, with details and 
structures being added as these things get into those 
final areas. Scenery is a typical mix of hydrocal, 
plaster gauze, foam, and static grass. Water has 
been done with gloss Mod Podge in several layers. 
Cam painted his own backgrounds with tree lines 
made by dabbing brushes or sponges in varying 
shades, thereby giving an impression without any 
details. Photo backdrops have been added and used 
as flat structures in areas as desired. 
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