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Does the Clerk
have your e-mail
address? If you
are not receiving
reminders then
probably not.
Send it to
potomac_nmra
@comcast.net
now!

For those of you that have had the opportunity to visit my layout (see “Recent
Layout Tours-September 26, 2004” at the
Potomac Division web site), you know I
model and am an avid fan of the Long
Island Rail Road (LIRR). Having grown
up on the Island during the 1950’s and
1960’s, I remember well the C-liners pulling long strings of P-54 or P-72 passenger
cars full of commuters to and from the
suburbs and New York City.
Back in August, on a hot Saturday afternoon, I decided to take a pilgrimage to
Mainline Hobbies in Blue Ridge Summit,
PA for some supplies. On my way back,
as I was traveling south on U.S. Route 15
just north of Frederick, I spotted a train on
a track running parallel to Rt. 15. It was
moving ever so slow, and I seemed to
recall seeing the tracks there during the
many times I’ve driven north on Rt. 15.
However, it had never dawned on me that
the tracks were actually used. I guess I
figured they were some abandoned rightof-way.
Looking at the train, I first noticed that
the engine was a tiny yard switcher. Behind it was a flat car with a canopy and
bench seats, and some people sitting on
the bench seats apparently enjoying the
ride. Behind the flat car I saw two passenger cars, They were painted tuscan red
with black roofs. Behind the two passenger cars was a caboose. Looking at the
passenger cars, the first thought that
crossed my mind was that they looked a
lot like the P-54’s that used to run on the
LIRR (and it’s one-time parent railroad,
the Pennsylvania Railroad). However, the
P-54’s were built between about 1925 and
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1927, and the Long Island got rid of all of
their P-54 passenger cars back in 1969, some
38 years ago. So how could any P-54’s still
survive some 80 years later?
I looked at the two passenger cars again.
This time I focused on the car ends. The P54 cars had a distinct porthole window on
each side of the end doorway. Hey, these
cars had round portholes on each side of the
end doorway! As soon as it registered in my
brain that these were indeed P-54’s, I had an
epiphany. At that point, my only objective in
life was to find that train! After driving
around the area for about 20 minutes, I could
not find the train. I then decided to backtrack
north on Rt. 15. About a mile or so north of
where I first saw the train, I found an antique
store. I pulled in and asked it they knew
about an excursion train in the area. I was to
stay on the road I was on for about 2 miles,
and I would come to the station. I followed
their instructions, and sure enough, there was
a small train station on the right side of the
road. The train I was looking for had not returned yet, so I pulled into the parking lot,
and got out to wait.
As I looked across the street, there was a
small train yard. In addition to a heavy
weight sleeper in desperate need of paint, I
saw two other P-54 cars. I walked over to
look at them, and then I saw another passenger car, which I immediately recognized as a
P-72, which the LIRR also ran. As I wandered around just staring at this treasure
trove of LIRR history, I met someone working on one of the cars. He confirmed that the
P-54 and P-72 cars were all ex-LIRR pas-

senger cars. I met some of the other people who were working there, and got a
Continued on page 3 LIRR
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by John Drye
Division Superintendent
jdrye52@aol.com

Happy New Year! Hope that all enjoyed the Winter
Solstice and the Holiday Season and you all got coal
in your tender.
As most of you now know, the Potomac Division has
informed the NMRA that we do not intend to bid to
host the 2013 NMRA National Convention. Reliable
sources inform us that the NMRA organizations in
both Pittsburgh and Atlanta are planning to submit
bids.
The Potomac Division board of directors spent the
better part of 2007 examining the possibility of hosting the Convention in the Washington Area. The
board talked to NMRA National convention staff, the
leadership of both the Philadelphia and Detroit
NMRA national conventions, the leadership of other
local area model railroad organizations and many division members.
The board came to the conclusion that the requirements for a successful convention were not in place
at this time.
Hosting a National Convention is a major undertaking. It requires a dedicated staff that is willing to
spend considerable time over the course of several
years organizing and coordinating with local and national representatives. It also requires dozens of volunteers to help out during the convention. The
NMRA National Convention has developed a thorough set of convention rules and procedures. Since
National has no way of knowing beforehand how a
specific site’s convention staff will perform, it makes
sense to apply these rules firmly and uniformly.
The benefits of hosting such an event are largely intangible. It is enjoyable for the attendees and exposes
the hobby to the public. Such events are a key part of
maintaining and growing interest in our great hobby.
While large conventions are usually profitable, most
of the profit
Continued on page 3 Business Car

Continued from page 2—Business Car
from the NMRA National Convention does not
go to the hosts. Neither does the host organization assume any significant financial risk.
The Division includes a number of members
who have helped organize small to large conventions in the past. These folks have developed
an approach that has proven successful and the
result has been a series of popular events. After
our careful review of options, risks, benefits and
requirements, we decided to pass on the option
of hosting the National NMRA Convention in
2013. This does not mean that the area will
never host a NMRA National Convention nor
that the area will never host another large, successful event as it has in the past.
In fact, the Potomac Division will host the Mid
East Region convention in the Fall of 2008. Stay
tuned for more details.

Achievement Program Notes
Bill Roman
Ed and I hope all of you have had a safe and enjoyable holiday time, and have had the opportunity for
much model building. There would seem to be
plenty of time for completion of buildings, cars,
structures and even layouts prior to the October
MER Regional Convention in Reston, but if you are
anything like me, the months can just disappear.
On a sad note, you may have heard that Ray Bilodeau recently passed away. Ray had been the MER
Contest Chair for several years and had also served
as the Assistant National Contest Chair. Ray and his
wife, Rita Lynam, worked tirelessly for many years
in contest rooms at Region and National conventions, and were a great help to modelers through
clinics on contest judging criteria, how judging is
conducted, and the overall contest processes. Ray
was always available to discuss how models had
been judged in contests and to provide advice and
assistance. He will be missed by everyone involved
with contests and the AP.
Since the previous Flyer’s publication, Murray M.
White has received the AP certificate for Chief Dispatcher.
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LIRR Continued from page 1

guided tour through all of the cars.
What I stumbled on was the Walkersville Southern
Railroad. It is run by a group of volunteers with a
definite love of trains. I was told that the cars there
(the P-54’s, the P-72’s, and some others) are privately owned, and that the Walkersville Southern
can use them in return for providing a place for the
owners to keep them. They said the cars were all
brought in by truck. The mainline is part of the old
Maryland Midland, is a total of 4 miles, and is a single track that runs from the Walkerville station to
where Rt. 26 branches off to the east from Rt. 15.
They have an additional 3 miles of track to the
north, but apparently still need a permit from the
State of Maryland to use it.
They have a web site (www.wsrr.org) that provides
some history about the railroad, as well as schedule
and other information. A round trip of 8 miles takes
about 1 1/2 hours (remember, you are going quite
slow). There is also a railroad museum across the
street from the station with a small operating HO
scale layout.
My first ride was like a trip back in time. The cars
squeaked and groaned and rocked back and forth
just as I remembered fro my youth, except we were
lumbering down the mainline at a breakneck speed
of only about 7-8 mph. The overhead fans were installed in one of the P-54’s, and worked to keep a
breeze in the car, along with the open windows. If
anyone is looking for a fun way to spend a few
hours on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon, a train
ride on the Walkersville Southern is just the ticket.

Editor’s Note: The Walkersville Southern is one of the sites
listed on the "Local and Interesting" page of the Official Potomac Division web site

Northern Virginia NTRAK News
By Steve Jackson
NVNTRAK had a great 2007 and is looking forward to another great year in 2008.
January is the month that NVNTRAK has it
annual meeting. This is the only time each year
that the club gets together to take care of club
business and we DON’T have a train layout. No
setup and no teardown, but lots of good camaraderie. However, we can use the break, December has been a busy one.
John Steitz has been on the board for 4 years
now (and is term limited, we will all be sad to
see him go) and has been acting as the club’s
superintendent for most, if not all, of that time.
He has been great at keeping us organized and
BUSY. Well, he really outdid himself during his
last full month as ‘super’. The club has been
calling weekends where we have 2 or three
shows in the same weekend ‘double-headers’ or
triple-headers’. On the second week of December, the club undertook it’s first ‘pentupleheader’ weekend. It would have been a
‘sextuple-header’ except that one of the shows
got cancelled at the last minute. Holy smokes!
On that weekend, we had two shows where we
had NTRAK layouts set up, two shows where
we had T-TRAK layouts set up, and our Operation Lifesaver volunteers worked the Virginia
Railway Express Santa Trains. I was amazed
that the shows all came off without a hitch. I
was surprised that our club President Brian
Brendel didn’t try to squash John’s aggressive
schedule, but since he is also at the end of his 4year term, I suspect that he was equally eager to
see how the club would do.
The rest of the month of December was not
nearly as fun-filled as that weekend and the club
got together at Jim and Marg Anderson’s home
for a fabulous holiday party. We had trains running, food being eaten, and drinks being drunk.
I don’t think that it gets any better than that.
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The annual meeting is at the end of the January this
year and aside from that we only have one other
show up in York, PA. February picks up the pace a
little bit with 3 public shows and then in March we
really get back to our usual pace with 5 shows that
month. March will feature a couple of fun shows.
Near the beginning of the month, we will set up a
layout at the Lorton Station Elementary School
PTA Health and Safety Fair. This is a really great
show because: a) we get an opportunity to teach the
kids about railway safety through our Operation
Lifesaver presentations and b) kids are always the
most enthusiastic audiences. The following weekend is the Boy Scout Troop 964 Train Show. The
club’s activities at this show are largely the same as
at the elementary school, but with a little different
target audience. The boys get to earn their model
railroading merit badge at this event while they get
to learn about rail safety and model railroading. The
last weekend of the month features the club’s oNeTRAK division heading out to the C&O Historical
Society Convention in Hawk’s Nest, WV. The layout there is always first rate with top modelers
showing their stuff and the view from the hotel is
supposed to be incredible. I haven’t made it to this
show yet. Maybe this will be my year.
If you want any information about any of our past
shows or upcoming shows, you can find it on our
web site at www.nvntrak.org. We have an events
link that accesses our calendar and an events pictures page that hosts photos of past shows. Our
newsletter (The Callboard) is also posted on the
site, although this usually lags the publication of the
paper copy.
Thanks for your time. Talk at you again soon.

Articles Needed
We have the space—we need your participation.
Your Article could have started here

Installing White LEDs
Marshall D. Abrams
The smoke got me going. Diesel locomotives
aren’t supposed to smoke, especially not from
the shell. I immediately saw that a radiator
had spawned a black burn area. Later I discovered that the decoder was dead. One more
locomotive to fix. I’ve had DCC for 10 years.
Wow! I found my original order. So fresh in
my memory yet so long ago. I had replaced all
the original headlights with grain of rice bulbs.
I wasn’t too surprised that bulbs burned out.
That’s the nature of bulbs. It was annoying to
have to open up the locomotive again, remove
the dead bulb and solder a new one in place.
If the wires had been cut too short initially,
then removing the shrink tubing became more
challenging. But some of the bulbs that continued to work were slowly burning through
the locomotive shells. A dimple would appear
in the shell. If I didn’t notice in time, a hole
would melt though the shell. I think I broke
some bulbs through the holes to stop further
damage. I wasn’t too motivated to replace
those bulbs until I figured out a way to prevent
repeated meltdown.
A couple of ideas occurred. A heat shield
made from aluminum foil or an empty soda
can would probably protect the plastic. I never
got around to trying that because white LEDs
(light emitting diodes). came along. I had
been using red and green LEDs on my schematic layout diagram switch panels to indicate
the direction that turnouts were thrown. These
colored LEDs were inexpensive, especially in
the 5 mm size.
White LEDs are more
expensive, so I procrastinated. I subscribe to
the Yahoo group
Model Railroad Electronics. There was a flurry of messages about
white LEDs that got me going. I discovered
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that while LEDs were available at low prices on
eBay. I did a little comparative shopping and ordered 100 3 mm LEDs with “free” resistors from
China. One hundred LEDs cost $6; shipping was
an additional $5. The seller’s web page indicated
that it might take 30 days for delivery. I got mine in
18 days during the pre-Christmas mailing season.
I supplemented the discussion on Model Railroad
Electronics group by Googling. I learned that most,
if not all, white LEDs on the market actually emit
blue light and that the plastic body of the LED is
doped to emit white light. At least that’s what I understood and it was enough for me.
The LEDs I received certainly put out a very bright
blue-white color. This color might be realistic representations of the blue-white high intensity discharge headlights coming into use. But they don’t
have the color of conventional incandescent tungsten filaments or even tungsten-halogen bulbs. The
cheap solution to this problem is to tint the bulb to
make the color warmer.
From what I gathered, the expensive “golden
white” LEDs are already treated to produce a color
very close to conventional incandescent bulbs. The
after-market solution is to paint the bulb with a
transparent dye. I saw references to several products:
• LeFranc & Bourgeois Glass & Tile Colors
transparent "honey" #C 00043
• Tamiya paint "Clear Orange" X-26
• Pebeo Vitrea 160 thermo-hardening, transparent, non-toxic, water-based paint specifically designed for use on glass.
• Gunze-Sangyo orange paint
Craft stores are said to carry such paints. I had a
half-bottle of amber bulb paint that I had bought
years ago at the auto parts store for turn signals that
I decided to use.
I set up a comparison using a power pack, a grainof-rice incandescent bulb, and a blue-white LED.
The color difference was obvious. I tried multiple
layers of amber paint to determine the best color
match. I decided that two coats were best. With
three coats of paint, the color began to look yellow
Continued on page 6

Continued from page 5
as compared with the incandescent light. You
should conduct your own experiment with the
brand of paint and batch of LEDs that you get.

that both LEDs will be on at the same time, then
one resistor per LED should be used in series with
the white and yellow wires. I slipped insulation off
some solid wire and put it on the LED’s leads (B).
The finished product is shown in the following pictures:

I also discovered that it was easy to rub the dye
off the LED. Physical abrasion from inserting
the LED into a model shell can remove the
color. I decided to apply the paint after the LED
was installed when appropriate. Another hint
that I followed was to color the back and side of
the LED BLACK to help block light where I
don't want it. I used a black Sharpie permanent
marker; see (A) in the picture. Someone mentioned surrounding the LED with a black shrink
tube (not shrunken) superglued to the light
housing on the shell.
LEDs require current limiting resistors. The
resistors that came with my LEDs were 470
ohm. I saw an article that recommended 1K
ohm for use with DCC decoders. That higher
resistance would have reduced the light output,
but I used what I had.
Most of my decoders provide a blue wire (D) as
the common for lighting, with a white wire for
the front light and yellow (E) for the rear. I use
directional lighting to illuminate only one headlight, indicating the direction of motion. This is
very helpful for operations. However, it is not
prototypical. Rule 17 calls for independent
headlight control, which some decoders support
in CV 51. My decoders don’t support CV 51 or
rule 17, so I wire the ballast resistor in series
with the blue wire (C). If there’s any chance

The Potomac Flyer— Page 6

The Potomac Module Crew
by Mark Andersen
The “Crew” has been busy these past months readying ourselves for our winter 2007/2008 schedule.
Incorporating several new members, has given us
some flexibility in creating layouts. We want to
Thank Tim Barr and Jim Ziegler for their help and
Welcome them into our organization.
We share a responsibility with our viewers, both
children and their respective parents. Our desire to
“get the word out” about model railroading, drives
many of us to that end. During our shows, we have
several children who remember from previous years,
that they can run a train with our group. This is
something we all try to do. Interesting these children, when they clearly show desire to run trains,
will only plant that seed for future development.
This is important if we desire our hobby to grow.
Our shows, numbering fourteen this year for the
Potomac Module Crew, benefit the sponsoring organizations of twelve of those shows. Our efforts
supporting, helping raise funds and awareness, only
furthers our endeavors with the Lions Clubs, Alexandria City Museums, Friends of Fairfax Station, the
City of Manassas and the Dale City Boy Scouts.
Several of these organizations permit us displaying
several times a year, we’re always happy to help!
This past November, we created a large layout for
the Rockville Lions Club at the Rockville Senior
Center. Many of us have seen the children grow
into respectable teenagers, always coming back to
visit and drive trains. As always, our benefactors,
the Rockville Lions Club, benefits from the funds
raised from NV-Ntrak, Capital Trackers, the
Shinkansen group, the Washington, Virginia, Maryland Garden Railway Society, the Potomac Module
Crew and our Z Scale Module counter parts. Several thousand dollars are raised through ticket and
hot food sales, only further supporting the Lions
Club organization and their philanthropic efforts.
Continuing on for over fifteen years is our participation in the Holiday Show sponsored by the Friends
of Fairfax Station. Their interests include preserving
the Fairfax Station freight station and Norfolk Western caboose, educating their visitors about local history and the station’s importance over time. The
station served its passengers and community greatly
during the Civil War, but whose side was helped is
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questionable, considering what side you might have
been on? As always, the Capital Trackers, NV-Ntrak,
Monty Smith and his Lego Railroad, Clem Clement’s
American Flyer trains and our layout add to the enjoyment by all the “wee” ones, especially when “Santa”
comes by for an early visit!!!
Following another year, we displayed for the Town of
Herndon’s Historical Society in their municipal building,
while NV-Ntrak displayed in the Washington and Old
Dominion Station on the W & OD bike trail up the
street. We helped close out the year for Herndon’s 150
year old birthday celebration. As always, our hosts provide beautiful facilities for our organization to display,
we look forward to next year.
We finished out the year this past weekend, setting up at
one of our two juried shows with the Greenburg Train
Shows at the Dulles Expo Center. As usual, upfront,
inside the front doors is our large layout, wetting the
appetites of those shoppers that might need that further
spark to shop harder once they gain entrance to the
show. Our many members not only ran trains, but left
somewhat poorer because of all those purchases. What
can one say, “If it wasn’t under the tree, I need to get it
at the Greenburg Show!” This concluded our 2007 year,
a very successful one at that!
Our next four upcoming shows include:
• Next show is February 23 and 24, 2008 which is
The Lyceum in Alexandria, VA.

• March 8 and 9, 2008 starts a new venue for us and
Greenburg Train shows as well. Their new show originates in Fredericksburg, Va. At their convention center
in the Central Park Mall area.
• Our next following show is March 15 and 16, 2008
which is Boy Scout Troop 946 Fund Raiser, Dale City,
VA.
Our next following show is May 3 and 4, 2008 which is
Fairfax Station Spring Show, Fairfax Station, VA.
As always, “We’re always looking for a few more
m e m b e r s ! ! ”
O u r
w e b s i t e ,
http://homepage.mac.com/cjweiner/pmchorr01/PMCFrame00.html is beautifully maintained by Colin
Weiner, who is in the process of converting us over to an
easier domain name. If there are any questions, any
member can answer these, but if you need an immediate
or more personal answer, please contact me at
andersmd@cox.net or call 703-625-1272. Again Thank
you for your time-Mark

Around the Division
Central Midland Open House
by Bill Demas
Despite a cold rainy Sunday December 30th, several dozen
hearty souls ventured out to
Bethesda to see what could be the last hurrah for Brian
Eiland’s Central Midland Railroad. Recently married,
Brian is planning to move to his new bride’s homeland of
Thailand in the near future, and the fate of the CM is still
up in the air. It could be sold in total or in part, or perhaps
at auction, or perhaps transported to Thailand. Brian will
make that final determination this Spring upon his return
from an impending trip “outbound” later in January. Details will be in the Flyer and on the home page as they
become available. The layout was constructed in three
sections for ease of breakdown for removal or relocation.
The L shaped 12 x 10 foot HO layout is a reverse image
of a John Armstrong design in the Atlas Layout book of
track plans (Plan #HO-29). Brian has however extensively
modified the original plan with additions such as a container yard and hidden staging area, a roundhouse and
fully operating turntable large enough to handle a Big
Boy, an expanded capacity freight yard from six tracks to
eight, a new underground loop feeding several new industries to add operational interest, the relocation of the diesel
facilities, and the replacement of much of the sectional
track with nickel-silver flex-track and many of the brass
turnouts with nickel silver ones. The entire track has been
weathered and the ties stained, but not yet ballasted as
Brian strives to obtain smooth, trouble-free (read: no derailments) operation. Much of the main line has been double tracked, and a double wye has been added that allows
for the reversing of long trains. The twin mainlines allow
Brian to continuously run trains while he concentrates on
industrial switching or working the yard, container or engine facilities.
While there is a high degree of scenery and detail, Brian
envisioned the layout to contain four scenic “zones;” in
addition to the roundhouse/turntable zone, there would be
a mountain zone, a cityscape, and rolling foothills. A lot
of varied scenery compacted in a small area, but it actually
seems to work with the transition breaks between the vignettes.
The Central Midland is controlled by Atlas block system
cab controllers and is powered by four MDC 6200 Sound
& Power” throttles. Three control mainline operations and
yard and engine house areas, and one powers the turntable.
Turnouts are powered by capacitor discharge units and
thrown in the desired direction by toggle switches
mounted on a layout diagram in
These are activated
when all turnouts in a zone are set and a “zone button” is
pressed.

An altogether worthwhile outing and we appreciate Brian’s hosting on a day the Redskins played at 4:15 so we could enjoy our
hobby and football with minimal conflict!

JOHN HUNTZINGER’s Article and photo By
Tom Brodrick
Up in the northern part of Penn. that borders on Lake Erie is the
town of Albion, Pa. the railroad yard there provided the inspiration for the yard on John’s freelance HO railroad the Woodbridge,
Occoquan & Western Railway.
I feel that the WO&W is an extremely good example of a home
layout that many of our members could aspire to. The overall size
of the layout 8.5’ x 17’ fits nicely in the space, bench work is lgirder and extremely stable, track is laid on a raised road bed and
either ballasted or painted, DCC control is used making wiring
and train movement simpler, structures are in place and awaiting
future detailing and there are multiple locations to support freight
movements.
Work on the layout is progressing smoothly with almost all the
track in place, many structures are built and positioned, and John
is working on an
operational
scheme.
Check out the
PR’s web site and
see John’s CocaCola syrup factory I thought it
was really unique

DAN VANDERMAUSE’s Article and photo By
Tom Brodrick
Dan Vandermause’s S-scale layout was the first S-scale layout
that this author has visited and I must say that I was quite impressed with the workability and realism that this scale provides.
Approximately 11’x45’ the layout itself is based on the B+O in
the mid 1960’s with first generation diesels and many coal hoppers and utilizes an oval track plan where the operators are inside
the oval. The central area is more than ample to handle numerous
visitors and operators and I enjoyed the perspective of watching
the trains as they moved from one scene to another.
One end of the layout has finished scenery. The track is complete
with I believe only a staging area to be finished up. The track and
roadbed is extremely realistic looking. Structure construction is
progressing with many mockups being used to develop the right
look.

Continued on page 11—Around
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Potomac Division Division 2, Mid-Eastern Region, National Model Railroad Association
4604 Bel Pre Road Rockville, MD 20853-2208

Email :

Web page:

http://home.comcast.net/~Potomac_NMRA

Potomac_NMRA@comcast.net

The Potomac Division provides various activities for all interested model railroaders, such as home layout tours, prototype tours, and
Mini-Conventions. We publish a quarterly newsletter, the Potomac Flyer, detailing Division activities. We proudly boast one of the greatest
concentrations of model railroading talent in the country with more than 10 NMRA Master Model Railroaders in our area, as well as hundreds
of other outstanding modelers.
The Potomac Division includes: The District of Columbia; Calvert, Charles, Howard, Montgomery, Prince George’s, and St. Mary’s
Counties in Maryland; Arlington, Fairfax, Fauquier, Loudoun, Prince William, and Rappahannock Counties in Virginia, as well as all area
independent cities. All members of the NMRA who reside in one of these areas are automatically members of the Potomac Division. Guests
are always welcome at Division events.

Personal Information
First Name

Last Name

Work phone

Address

Birth date

Home phone

Address 2

NMRA #

NMRA expiration date

City

State

ZIP+4

Email

Interest Survey
Primary Scale

Secondary Scale

Do you have in primary or secondary scale
A layout
Narrow Gauge interest?

Favorite Railroad(s) & Prototype(s) Modeled:

Please list the NMRA Special Interest Group(s), model railroad clubs, and railroad historical societies to which you belong:

Module interest
Traction interest interest?
Would you be willing to host a Home Layout Tour of your
Layout?

Yes

No

Newsletter Election
The quarterly Potomac Flyer is sent at no cost to the email address above (if one is present). If you don’t want email delivery,
please check here.
To receive the Flyer in hard copy delivered via the Postal Service at the above address, please check here
and enclosed
$5.00 for a one year subscription. Please make your check payable to Potomac Division and mail with this form to the address
at the top of the page.
National Model Railroad Association membership is $45 per year for full membership including the monthly Scale Rails, or
$33 per year for an associate membership. Full Members receive the monthly Scale Rails, associate members do not. You may
send your dues directly to the National Model Railroad Association, Inc., Headquarters Office, 4121 Cromwell Rd., Chattanooga, TN 37421. http://www.rrhistorical.com/NMRA/
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SUPPLIERS!
And tell them you saw their ad in The Potomac Flyer!

UPDATE ON POTOMAC
JUNCTION ‘08
In eleven short months, the Potomac Division
will host the annual MER convention here in
Reston Va. The location will be the same as the
previous one the Division hosted, the Reston
Sheraton on Sunrise Valley Drive. The Division
Board is hard at work as they begin to fill in the
details that make a great convention. You will
find a registration form will be posted on the
convention web site, also. The web

http://home.comcast.net/~Potomac_NMRA/
MER2008/ will be updated whenever changes or
new information is finalized.
In an attempt to increase the number of entries in
the model contests, three new categories have
been added. The category for the Chairman’s
award will be that of any passenger car that is
built with truss rods. President Hyde will reimburse the convention registration cost to the modeler who earns the highest combined total of AP
points for an entry in each category of stock car,
poultry car and watermelon car. The “Pride of
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Dixie” award will go to the best entry that depicts a retail
fruit/vegetable sales venue. You still have plenty of time
(the whole winter) to build your entry for these of any of
the normal contest categories.
The Committee will need a lot of volunteers to assist
them. Some of the areas where you can help might be at
the door prize or white elephant tables. If you are a SME
(subject matter expert) conduct a clinic. Or, host a layout
tour. Contact Bill Day (703/406-4112,
bday2@earthlink.net) or one of the other Board members
if you want to help It earns AP points.
Bob Minnis, Chairman, kahlualab@aol.com

Granddad’s Hobby Shop
Has Moved
126 Berridge Drive
PO Box 3343
Shepherdstown, West Virginia 25443-3343
Telephone and FAX 304-876-8400

We have trains — we have lots of trains.
And we don’t stock just trains; we have all the other things you need:
Parts, paint, glue, wood, plastic, tools, motors, scenery products, books, & magazines.
And don’t forget our catalog rack and reference library.

Web granddadshoppyshop.com
Bulletin Board

email granddad@starpower.com
DAN VANDERMAUSE’s layout

Have information of general interest? Send it in we will
post it here.

New Potomac Division Web Site
Check out the “New” web site more info, more fun even
some how to: http://home.comcast.net/~Potomac_NMRA/

B& O Museum News
For readers who have children or grandchildren who
may be interested, Thomas the Tank Engine returns
to the B&O Railroad Museum in Baltimore on April
25-27 and May 2-4, 2008. More information is
available at www.borail.org

Continued from page 8 Around
Dan explained to me his ideas on the final operations aspect of the layout utilizing the loop aspect along with
point to point and the staging. His operations ideas intrigued me and I can only hope that we are invited back to
revisit this layout.
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EBT Fall
Reunion
Photo by
Mark Andersen

To visit Alan Anderson first, Take I-95 one more exit to MD Route
543 and go north to Bel Air. Drive about 4.5 miles to a light at MD
Route 22, Churchville Road, and turn left. Drive a short distance to
a right into Econ Drive, and turn right at the third street, Bartus
Court. 1209 is 4th house on the left. To get to Dave's from here, go
out Bartus Court, left on Econ Drive and right on Route 22 into Bel
Air. After crossing Main Street, turn left at Bond Street, MD Route
924 south bound. After the 2nd traffic light and before the road
curves, turn left into Fairmont Drive, and a prompt left into North
Lynbrook Road. 106 is 3rd house on the right. To return to I-95,
return to Fairmont Drive at MD Route 924, turn left, at the first
traffic light turn right on Ring Factory Road, at the next light turn
left on MD Route 24 and drive 4.5 miles to I-95 entrance ramp.

Continued from previous page March
www.trainweb.org/harm for pictures along the Sylvania
Central RR
Alan Anderson's HO Kristenville & Micheleville Railroad is a
1920's era, steam powered line set in a mountainous part of
Pennsylvania. Mixed freight and passenger service connect
the namesake cities and tracks go beyond to hidden staging
areas. Several fine craftsman kit structures house on-line industries. Lumbering is a primary industry, and a standard
gauge branchline from a sawmill complex climbs through a
switch back to a duel gauge terminal high in the mountains,
from here, HOn3 tracks penetrate the high country in two directions (on shelves above the standard gauge lines) to reach
virgin timber. Huge, scratch built trees will keep the geared
locomotives, log buggies, and unique logging camp equipment
in business for a long time to come.
Go to
www.trainweb.org/harm for pictures along the KMRR.

Maps by Tom
Brodrick

David Renard -106 North Lynbrook Road, Bel Air, MD 21014
Alan Anderson - 1209 Bartus Court, Bel Air, MD 21014

Call for Layout Tours
There is no April Layout Tour
Fellow members because this is the first Flyer for 2008 I
would like to introduce myself, if you have not meet me at
an open house. My name is Tom Brodrick and I am the layout tour coordinator. When I took over the position from
Nick Kallis at the end of 2006 Nick had already arranged
most of the tours for 2007 all I had to do was fill in a few
spots.
Unfortunately now that 2008 is upon us I find myself in the
position of not having any volunteers to show their layouts.
Yes, I have been told that I should call the list of members
that have had open houses in the past but I think that they
have been gracious enough to have answered the call once,
twice, and in some cases three times already. I know that
they love to have us but I will feel like “oh, well we didn’t
get any volunteers let’s call up the reserves, again”

I have never heard a negative comment to the host or any
derogatory statements about the layout. Every person that I
have observed is courteous to the layout owner, their family,
and the layout itself. I have always found something on the
layout that captured my mind and that I could attempt on
my own layout.
The division will have a representative at each tour who is
responsible for greeting people and sign in. This allows the
host to work their layout and answer questions.
We do ask that you have a few friends to operate the trains
leaving you free to mingle. No operators available, “don’t
worry”, we can supply some.
Don’t have a layout but belong to a club. Well ask the club
to have an open house. I will have it advertised in the flyer
and hopefully that will draw a better crowd.
The whole thing comes down to I NEED YOU TO CALL
AND VOLUNTEER.

We need new blood in the layout tours, maybe mine, I don’t
know. But what I do know is that in order for the layout
tours to be every month we need to have members that have
not had open houses in the past.

A SPECIAL CONGRADULATIONS TO ROB ALBITRON FOR HIS SWISS LAYOUT BEING FEATURED
IN MODEL RAILROADER.
HE VOLUNTEERED
THIS PAST YEAR!!!

Are people nervous about having an open house?

Contact:
TOM BRODRICK, , 24028 PREAKNESS
D R IV E , D A M A S C U S , M D . 2 0 8 7 2 E M A I L :
t.brodrick@verizon.net PHONE 301 253 0558

Here are some things that I have noticed at the open houses.
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