
Enhancing
Backdrops

A Mini Clinic
by Mike McNamara



Problem?

Need transition between layout and backdrop



The “prototype”

Whitefield, New Hampshire (MEC/B&M)



What is needed?

Objective is to add scenery between foreground 
trees and blue sky backdrop

I am not a painter, so painting mountains was no 
considered 

Commercial backdrops create a harsh transition 
in my opinion



Paul Dolkos’ layout



Solution:

Foam Core board cut to represent hills

Covered with ground foam

Attached to backdrop

Provides a slight 3D aspect, but only takes 1/4”

Trees added in front to blend transition



Supplies:

Foam Core board

Ground Foam (Scenic Express)

Diluted White Glue

Tacky Glue

Hair Spray (maximum strength)

Black paint



Supplies:



Step 1:

Cut Foam Core board to shape

Apply diluted White Glue with paint brush

Mix in black paint (or paint black first)



Step 1:



Step 2:

Apply Ground Foam

Press gently onto board to smooth and help 
adhere



Step 2:



Step 3:

Spray the Ground Foam with Hair Spray, let dry

Fill in any base spots with Tacky Glue and more 
ground foam

Apply Ground Foam to top of board



Step 3:



Step 4:

Let dry thoroughly

To reduce warping, put weight on each end

Apply to layout using double sided foam tape 
and/or hot glue gun



Step 4:



Completed Scene



Completed Scene



Completed Scene



Quick Division Plug!

Let’s see you do a Mini-Clinic

No size too small - something that is 5 to 20 
minutes

Let John Dunn know what you can present and we 
can schedule it



Finally....

Dillon 
and 
his 

Lego 
Train



The End

Thanks!
Created with Apple Keynote


