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From the Business Car 
by Brian Sheron, MMR, Division Superintendent

Well, the big thing on the horizon that the 
Board are focusing on is the upcoming 
Miniconvention, or Minicon,  that will be held 
at St. Mathew's Church in Annandale, VA on 
Saturday, April 30th.  

It will follow the same format as last year's 
successful Minicon, with two tracks of clinics 
(four in the morning, and four in the 
afternoon), a model/contest room, a white 
elephant sale, in which you can try to sell 
some unwanted model railroad stuff you've 
been hanging on to, or to buy some neat stuff 
you can use, likely for a great price.  

We plan to have two modular layouts set up 
in the large room, including a "Free-Mo" club. 
The "Free-Mo" approach has modules that join 
together, but not in a loop, so instead of 
trains running in a large loop, the Free-Mo 
approach focuses more on switching and 
moving cars among the modules.  

And for folks that are interested in modular 
clubs, we have a clinic devoted to explaining 
all about modular railroading.  

We are also fortunate to have Lance 
Mindheim as our featured speaker after lunch. 
Lance will present a talk entitled "Planning 
and Enhancement Tips For Structures.  A big 

picture look at how to enhance the overall 
look of your structures.  Structure selection, 
parts selection, weathering."  

We will have lunch available for purchase, 
and we will also conduct our annual business 
meeting and elect Board members for the 
coming year. We were able to hold the 
registration to only $10 again this year, and 
this basically just covers the cost of renting 
the Church facilities for the day.  

And while we are currently focused on the 
Minicon, we should not forget that the 
Potomac Division will be hosting the 2018 MER 
Convention. We hosted the 2013 MER 
convention, which was a great success, and 
we are looking to make this upcoming one as 
or even more successful. Planning has already 
started, and if any members are interested in 
helping out, please contact any of the Board 
members.  

I'm looking forward to seeing everyone at 

the Minicon.   
 

Return to Bill of Lading 
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Achievement Program News 
by Brian W. Sheron, MMR

With the shorter daylight hours, and colder 
weather, Winter is an ideal time to spend a little 
more time on model railroading, and several of 
our division members did just that, finishing up 
the requirements needed to receive 
Achievement program Certificates.  

John Paganoni completed the requirements 
for the Author certificate, primarily with the 
many articles he wrote for the NRHS about 
modeling structures of the Central Vermont 
Railway and recently received his AP 
certificate.  

Bob Rodriquez finished up all of the 
requirements for the Civil Certificate, and his 
package was approved. 

Finally, Ron King completed all of the 
requirements for the "Scenery" AP certificate, 
and his package was approved.  

When you see John, Bob, and Ron, please 
congratulate them for their accomplishments. 

Did you know that on the Potomac Division 
web site, there is a list of all of the members 
who participate (or have participated) in the 
NMRA's Achievement Program, and it lists all 
of the AP certificates that each member has 
been awarded?   

Return to Bill of Lading 

 
Please see Brian’s biographical information 

in the following article on Board nominees.  
 

 

Board of Directors Nominees 
  

The nominating committee (Jesse Cantrill and 
Bill White) have submitted a slate of five 
candidates to fill the five positions on the 
Board of Directors.  
 

     Marshall Abrams 
designed his layout using 
Cadrail. The layout was built 
exactly as designed and is still 
in operation by his round-robin 
group and for Potomac Division 
Operating Initiative Sessions. 
     Marshall was appointed 

Computer Clerk to Potomac Division about 
2003. He was elected Assistant 
Superintendent in 2005 and Superintendent in 
2008. In 2013 he became Senior Assistant 
Superintendent and Editor of the Potomac 
Flyer. His biggest joys in model railroading are 
all the nice people he has met, who he never 
would have met in his other activities. 
Marshall holds a Ph.D. in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh. 
He works as a Computer Scientist specializing 
in Computer Security at The MITRE 
Corporation in McLean, VA. 
 

Tom Brodrick wrote:  
    I never realized till I was 
asked to write this 
introduction how long I 
have been involved with 
model railroading. My dad 
bought me an HO Penn Line 
diesel freight train set and 
helped me set up my first 
layout at Christmas when I was in the 4th 
grade. That was over 55 years ago and I have 
been model railroading since then.  
     My wife and I retired this past year, she 
from a bank manager position and myself from 
the ironworker’s trade, a job that I had 
worked at for 45 years.  
    I have been able to use the knowledge that 
I acquired to be able to give clinics on how 
structural steel and construction can be used 
as scenery, industrial sidings for revenue, 
loads on cars, correct use/placing of model 
construction equipment and for the future I 
am working on how to stage large earth 
moving sites with trains from the before the 
diesel era. 
     Back in the early 70’s I became a member 
of an operations group that is still active and I 

http://potomac-nmra.org/AP2/AP_Cert_Holders.html
http://potomac-nmra.org/AP2/AP_Cert_Holders.html
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have enjoyed that camaraderie and shared 
knowledge. It also prompted me to build a 
number of layouts before the present P&W 
and the one that I hope to finally finish. 
     My position on the P.D. board has been 
very rewarding.  I have especially enjoyed 
being a part of the planning for the new 
programs, convention and minicon.    
 
Jesse Cantrill collects 
and builds the wood and 
metal kits from the fifties 
and sixties that are so 
beautifully described in 
the Flyer by Bob 
Rosenberg. Jesse is re-
living his childhood hobby 
and is thrilled to see that so many early 
models are still available at train shows and 
on eBay. His virtual layout represents the PRR 
in the Philadelphia area and includes a bit of 
the B&O and Reading Company track.  
     Jesse visited several Potomac Division 
layouts and responded when Brian called for 
volunteers to fill out a term on the Board. 
After Brian appointed him to serve in a non-
voting capacity, he has been learning about 
how things are done and why we do them that 
way. His campaign pledge is to review and 
edit the Division Bylaws to make them easier 
to understand. 
     Jesse has an MBA from the Wharton School 
and has been a management consultant for 
some 40 years. His specialty is the analysis 
and design of employee compensation 
programs. 
     In his old age he is finally using his 
undergraduate degree to read the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin texts of the Bible.   
 
Brian Sheron is a native of 
Huntington, New York, but 
has lived in Maryland since 
1969 and in Poolesville since 
1974. He is married and has 
two sons and one grandson. 
Brian is an engineer, with a 
B.S in Electrical Engineering 

from Duke University, and Master’s degree 
and PhD in Nuclear engineering from the 
Catholic University of America. He recently 
retired as the Director of Research at the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission after 42 years 
of Federal service.  

Brian has been actively involved with the 
hobby since 1980. He models the Long Island 
Rail Road, Port Jefferson Branch, circa 1964, 
in HO scale, and his layout was featured in 
the September, 1997 issue of Railmodel 
Journal.  

Brian got involved with the Potomac 
Division in 2008 when Marshall Abrams, the 
Division superintendent, asked him to be the 
Achievement Program Coordinator. He also 
took on the job as Layout Tour Coordinator. In 
2011, Brian was elected to the Potomac 
Division Board and has served as Assistant 
Superintendent, and for the last year as 
Superintendent. Brian has enjoyed working 
with other Division members to help them get 
their NMRA Achievement certificates. His goal 
is to make NMRA membership, and model 
railroading in general, a rewarding and fun 
experience for all Potomac Division members.  

In the spare time he has, when he’s not 
working on his trains, he enjoys playing 
bluegrass banjo and plays in a local band. 
Brian received his Master Model Railroader 
(MMR) Certificate in 2011. 
 
Bill White has been 
involved in model railroading 
for more than a decade but 
has only recently 
commenced building a layout 
due to space limitations.  He 
is a retired federal employee who models HO 
in the early 1920’s.  In addition to model 
railroading he enjoys sailing, fishing and 
reading history.  He is particularly interested 

in rail-marine 
operations and 
urban railroading. 

 
 

Return to Bill of Lading 
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2016 Mini-Convention 
by Jesse Cantrill 

Get ready for the annual Potomac Division 
Mini-Convention on Saturday, April 30. This 
widely acclaimed one-day event is designed as 
a skill-building and social activity for all NMRA 
members and their friends.  

The Minicon will again be held at St. 
Matthew’s Church, 8617 Little River Turnpike 
in Annandale, Virginia, a central location with 
easy access from the Beltway and free 
parking. Ten dollars admission for Division 
members and their guests; free for spouses 
and children under 16. Come for an hour, 
come for the day — coffee, doughnuts, 
sandwiches, and drinks will be on sale in the 
church hall. Many thanks to church members 
for welcoming us to this great facility year 
after year. 

The Minicon opens at 8:00 a.m. for 
registration, conversation, and set-up. The 
program begins at 9:00 with world-class 
clinics by Division members, white elephant 
tables, modular layouts, and model displays. 
(See timetable below for the full schedule of 
clinics and events.)  

Potomac Division members are invited to 
bring their masterpieces for merit-judging or 
for display. Anyone who visits the layout tours 
knows what lovely work has been done in 
recent years by our members. Share your 
accomplishments with others who are 
interested in what you have done with a bit of 
skill and a lot of patience. 

Our featured speaker is Lance Mindheim, 
author of several highly regarded books on 
designing, building, and operating switching 
layouts. Lance will discuss the placement and 
weathering of structures on a layout — if you 
have ever met Lance at a train show you know 
his kind willingness to explain, step-by-step, 
how to build layouts successfully. This is a 
presentation not to be missed. 

You know that a white elephant table is 
an opportunity to sell kits, parts, books, and 
finished models that you no longer need or 
that unnamed parties in your household think 
you no longer need. But many of us find the 
most extraordinary treasures at these tables 

— just the item we have been seeking for 
years. Don’t hesitate to bring your stuff and 
set a fair price. If someone wants your item, 
he or she will place the marked amount in an 
envelope for you and take the item from the 
table. You will receive the amount you asked 
for — no commission is taken by the Division. 
And be sure stop at the table to see what 
treasures you might find. 

Be sure to visit the Potomac Module Crew 
to see what can be done when modules are 
built to the same standard. Capitol Free-mo 
exemplifies the Free-mo focus mainly on 
module endplates. Free-mo layouts are 
operated with a single track mainline in point 
to loop, loop to loop, or point to point 
configurations. Layout sizes can vary to any 
size conceivable. 

Following the presentation by Lance 
Mindheim, we will conduct a business 
meeting to elect Directors and discuss plans 
for future events. The nominating committee 
found five members who agreed to serve for 
one-year terms (see related article). Anyone 
else who would like to assist in planning and 
organizing Division events is most welcome to 
volunteer for an appointment to the Board. 
We are beginning to plan the Mid-East Region 
Convention in 2018 — you may have the very 
skill that we need to put on a successful show. 
The Division is a membership organization by 
and for the membership.  

Please do join us on April 30. And bring 
your children, grandchildren, and friends for a 
great day of model railroading.  
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Minicon Timetable  
 
Departing Track A Track B 
  
0800 Registration, Conversation, and Set-Up  
0900 Modular Layouts, White Elephant Table, 

Displays are Open 
0900 Clinic A1: Expanding 

the Long Island 
Railroad with Car 
Floats  
by Brian Sheron 

Clinic B1: Creating 
Backdrops Using 
Pictures, 
Photographs, and 
Post Cards by 
Marshall Abrams 

1000 Morning Break  
1030 Clinic A2: Thirty-

Five Years of Tips 
and Tricks to Solve 
(Almost) Every 
Problem 
by Brian Sheron 

Clinic B2: Modular 
Model Railroading- 
Pleasures and 
Problems 
by Clarence 
Guenther 

1130 Luncheon at Own Cost in Church Hall 
 

1200 Speaker: Lance Mindheim on Placing and 
Weathering Structures 
 

1245 Business Meeting: Election of Officers and 
Discussion of Plans 
 

1300 Clinic A3: Detailing 
(Correcting) Athearn 
Blue Box Freight Car 
Brake Detail by Nigel 
Phillips 

Clinic B3: Installing 
Keep Alive Devices to 
Reduce Stalling on 
Dirty Track by Gil 
Fuchs 

1400 Recognition and Awards Presented by 
Superintendent 
 

1430 Clinic A4: Working 
Diaphragms from 
Paper Templates by 
Nigel Phillips 
 
 

Clinic B4: 
Weathering with 
Artists’ Chalk by 
John Paganoni 

1530 Final Look from the Observation Car 
 

1600 Safe Travel Home! 
 

 

Clinic Descriptions 
 
A1 — Expanding the Long Island 
Railroad by Brian Sheron — Brian is 
currently expanding his layout into the 
other side of his basement. One of his 
main modeling objectives was to model 
the car floats that the Long Island 
Railroad had in Long Island City. The 
clinic will briefly discuss the design of 
the expansion, discuss a little of the 
history of why the LIRR had car floats, 
and then show how he modeled the car 
floats, the car float bridges, and the car 
float yard. The clinic has lots of photos 
of both the prototype  operations on 
the LIRR and the models of the car 
floats, car float bridges, etc. that he 
built. He also discusses the prototype 
procedures for loading and unloading 
car floats. 
 
B1 — Creating Backdrops Using 
Pictures, Photographs, and Picture 
Post Cards by Marshall Abrams — Use of 
pictures to produce backdrops is one of 
the hottest trends in realistic modeling. 
This clinic will cover how picture 
postcards, card stock models, 
photographs and other media can be 
used to make backdrops. Marshall will 
focus on urban scenes, using Brian 
Sheron's and his layouts as examples. 
Extensive web links are included. 
 
A2 — Thirty Five years of Tips and 
Tricks by Brian Sheron — Brian will 
present dozens of handy tips and tricks 
that solve (or help solve) model 
railroading problems, or at least make 
some difficult tasks easier. 
 
B2 — Modular Model Railroading by 
Clarence Guenther — Modular model 
railroading is a practical form of model 
railroading for space challenged model 
railroaders. This clinic will explain what 
modular model railroading is and discuss 
its advantages and disadvantages. We 
will discuss the differences between 
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modular and sectional model railroads and 
present different modular formats. Lastly, we 
will go upstairs to visit the modular railroad 
layouts to see some modules. 
 
A3 — Detailing Athearn Blue Box Freight 
Cars by Nigel Phillips — Athearn Blue Box 
freight cars — we probably all have a few. 
Have a look underneath though — the brake 
gear is back to front! The story goes that the 
blueprint was upside down during the tooling 
for the under-body. With the trend to higher 
heights in baseboards, brake detail (or the 
lack of) is becoming more obvious and a 
modeling "must have" item. This clinic will 
describe how to correct the position of the 
brake cylinder, air reservoir and triple valve, 
and add airlines, brake levers and wires using 
styrene strip and rod and copper or steel 
wire. The results meet my "3-foot" standard 
(if it looks good from 3-feet) and budget (the 
scrap box supplies nearly everything). 
Commercial brake kits with finer detailing (AB 
and K) give a much more prototypical look for 
those who like to get close-up. They are also a 
good source of various bits for a bash-build. 
Adding coupler trip-pin levers and air lines at 
the ends of the cars. 
B3 — Keep Alive by Gil Fuchs — Locomotives 
that stall on a gap or dirty track can be a 
source of frustration and a nuisance during 
operations. Keep alive devices are add-ons to 
the locomotive DCC decoder that can 
alleviate this problem. This clinic will cover 
installation and usage, as well as construction 
of a simple DIY Keep Alive device. 
A4 — Working Diaphragms — An Origami 
Approach by Nigel Phillips 

This is hands-on, extra fee, clinic 
You will learn to make working diaphragms 

from paper (and optionally from thin styrene 
sheet and wire) that are useful for older locos 
and passenger cars.  While the result will not 
be "fine-scale" modeling, they will pass the 3 
foot standard (it looks OK from 3 feet) and 
the cost of materials is minimal.  Participants 
will design, cut, and assemble working 
diaphrams for diesel loco consists and 
passenger cars.  The example used at the 
clinic is an early Pullman passenger car in HO 

scale, but the technique is easily adapted to 
other diaphragm designs and scales.  
Attendees can bring their own locos and/or 
cars to the clinic and go home with working 
diaphragms. 

Skills required:  If you can accurately cut, 
fold, and assemble (glue) paper, you can make 
diaphragms 

Printed template sheets, instruction sheets 
you can take home with you, and glue will be 
available for participants.  One sheet will 
provide components for 5-6 diaphragms.  
Participants should provide their own hobby 
knife or box cutter and a metal straight edge, 
but a few of each will be available at the 
clinic.  Additional template sheets can be 
provided for those who want them. 

To attend this clinic, send your nominal 
$5.00 registration fee to hold your place to 
Tom Brodrick, 24028 Preakness, Damascus, MD  
20871 to arrive no later than April 10. 
B4 — Weathering with Artists’ Chalk by John 
Paganoni — The purpose of this clinic is to 
demonstrate the use of weathering/aging 
techniques for engines, railroad cars, and 
structures. Focus is on subtle weathering 
using mostly chalks and chalk-type products 
such as “Doc O’Brien’s”, Bragdon Enterprises 
powders, and colored artist chalks from craft 
stores. A PowerPoint presentation, with 
pictures, will be used that was produced by 
Mat Thompson to highlight weathering and 
aging on HO scale models from the late 1940’s 
to early 1950’s. Emphasis is on subtle 
weathering versus heavy weathering because 
the prototype railroad (Central Vermont) I 
model maintained their equipment in 
excellent condition. Models will also be on 
display for members to review subsequent to 
the presentation. A major objective of this 
effort is to encourage members to participate 
in the NMRA Achievement Program and share 
their experiences in building and weathering 
their models. 
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Before the session started, Doug Kirkpatrick walked 
the Nickel Plate to match the layout to the 
information Tony had provided earlier. 

 

Mark me up!   Operating at Tony’s  
by Mat Thompson    photographs by John Swanson 

"Mark Me Up" columns are written to help 
those thinking about operations and new 
operators understand what happens during a 
session. What better way to do that then 
telling you about my own experience on Tony 
Koester's well known Nickel Plate Railroad? 

Several months ago Tony invited a dozen 
D.C area operators to visit his layout. We 
weren't new to operations but we were new 
to Tony's railroad so he wisely left little to 
chance. Before our operating date, he sent 
information to help us understand the railroad 
and enjoy the session.  

The cover note told us he uses NCE 
throttles and most engines had Tsunami 
decoders. I am familiar with both but if not a 
bit of Internet research would have given me 
the basics. Then, even if I had questions 
during the session, I would have understand 
the help I was getting  

He included a map of his railroad and area 
around it and a copy of the Time Table. I 
didn't worry about the times but I did 
memorize the cities listed.  Even on a layout 
as large as Tony's there are only nine towns. 
Studying the map and the time table for just a 
few minutes made it easy to stay oriented 
during the session. 

Another enclosure was the Special 
Instructions. Railroads commonly used Special 
Instructions to explain how to deal with 
situations on the railroad. Like many other 
layout owners (including me), Tony publishes 
Instructions formatted in a style reminiscent 
of the 1950s. With a quick glance I got a bit of 
atmosphere and learned the location of train 
registers and speed limits along the railroad. 

Tony also explained his "more prototypical" 
waybills. But then he said we probably 
wouldn't remember all that so just look at the 
third block on the left side of the carcard for 
routing instructions. I found that bit of self-
deprecating humor common among layout 
hosts. We all work hard to add realism but 
sometimes have to stop and chuckle at our 
own intensity.  

Not every layout host has as much 
information as Tony provided and it may not 
be as polished, but they have it. If you are 
going to a session and the information hasn't 
been offered, ask for it. Preparing for a 
session can be entertaining and knowing what 
to expect adds to the fun of the session. 

The day of the session Tony said we were 
welcome an hour earlier to walk the railroad. 
The hosts for every session I have attended 
have made the same offer. Tony started with 
a briefing - a brief briefing (bless you, Tony). 
He covered important things like the location 
of the bathroom and the room exit for an 
emergency. His food and drink policy was 
sodas, water and pretzels were available in 
the train room. Keep sticky food, like donuts, 
upstairs. His approach is common on operating 
layouts. 

He talked very little about actually 
operating the layout. He had already given us 
the information we needed in the read-ahead. 
He also had talked one-on-one with people 
working the yard jobs. Since we were all new 
to the layout, he could not team each of us 
with one of his normal crew but several were 
present. A few roamed the layout to help 
us as needed. Again, Tony's solution to a crew 
of new operators is a common approach. 
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That's me on the far left. One of Tony's usual crew 
members is helping me understand how to pull my 
train out of Frankfort. 

At one point, the Dispatcher designated 
two trains as the first and second sections of a 
numbered train already on the schedule. The 
first section carries green flags and as it 
passes lower priority trains holding off the 
mainline whistles a long and two shorts so the 
other train's crew realizes a second section 
flows. The waiting train whistles two shorts to 
acknowledge.  

Tony explained this to the first section's 
crew but also told them if waiting trains don't 
answer the signal, tell that crew they should 
wait for the following section. What Tony had 
done is create a situation where crews could 
use their knowledge to operate in a prototype 
manner but also helped operators who might 
have missed the whistle or not understood its 

meaning. Tony didn't let a possible error 
become a "gotcha". He made it a teaching 
point. Most hosts do the same thing. 

Train speeds were never a problem. I was 
the conductor on a local and my friend Jeff 
Mutter, a skilled operator from Severna Park, 
MD, was the engineer. Even with the long 
stretches of open track between town on 
Tony's layout that is not common on most 
other layouts, Jeff held the speed down to a 
realistic 25 miles per hour and it often took us 
a few minutes to go from town to town. Other 
engineers were just as careful.  

After four hours, Tony turned off the 
power and Jeff and I were off duty. As you 
can see, Tony put great effort into helping us 
enjoy our time on the Nickel Plate. You will 

find most other hosts do the same.  
 

Engineers and Fireman say “Mark 
me up!” to get their name on the 
crew Call Board for their next 
run. “Mark Me Up” is a quarterly 
column focused on how model 
railroaders can become 
operators and members of the 
operations community. Mat Thompson’s 
Oregon Coast Railroad was featured in Great 
Model Railroads 2014. Building structures and 
scenery are his favorite modeling activities. 
He is also an avid model railroad operator and 
regularly attends operating sessions. 

 Return to Bill of Lading 
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The Ancient Modeler: Round None  
Ancient Hobby Shops For Ancient Hobbyist: Part 2     

by Bob Rosenberg

I have always had an interest in history, but 
most of my time in school was tied up with 
what they now call the STEM courses. I am 
finally fulfilling this long-repressed pursuit by 
doing these historical perspectives on model 
railroading, so again, with Bill Day's 75 years 
of MR DVD Series, I returned to January 1934 
and MR Issue #1. 

There was only one ad for an actual hobby 
shop in that first issue, the Model Railroad 
Shop in Dunellen, New Jersey, and it was for 
Lionel trains, not a very auspicious start for a 
brand new magazine gearing up in the depths 
of the Depression, but things got better as 
that first year moved along and there were 
other items of interest in that first issue as 
well: construction photos of the not yet 
completed Burlington Zephyr, an article by 
James Descherts  (previously mentioned in 
Ancient Modeler #7) extolling the virtues of 
the novel but not yet well established HO 
Scale, and pictures of PRR's new passenger 
electric locomotive, the P5a.  

Best of all, the magazine was only a dime. 
By 1935, Al Kalmbach had enough confidence 
in his year-old creation to raise the price to 
15 cents or $1.50 for 12 issues. The 
advertising continued to grow, but much of it 
was still individuals or small businesses selling 
scale model parts (trucks, wheels, etc.). 
Walthers was a major advertiser as was the 
American Model Railroad Co. but they were 
builders or mail order dealers (as Walthers 
mostly is still) rather than stores where you go 
and see all of those things in one place. The 
first real ad for such a store was a half-page 
in the September 1935 issue announcing the 
grand opening of The Hobby Shop on North 
2nd Street in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, John S. 
Purdy, Proprietor selling items both over the 
counter in the store and by mail (as an 
additional point of interest, the October issue 
of that year had the scale engineering 
drawings for the new PRR GG1).  

And there was another curious feature of 
those early MR's; occasionally a non-printed 
page would show up with the message "this 
page left intentionally blank." Maybe if there 
had been more hobby shops around (or more 
people willing to write articles), there would 
have been something to print on it.  

I followed Mr. Purdy's shop for a while but 
he eventually faded into the mist. The mid-
1930's were a tough time to start any 
business, as my parents often stated, 
especially a business that was dependent on 
what we now refer to as discretionary income.  

Then in June of 1938, the first real hobby 
shops started appearing in the listing of model 
railroad retail dealers with which we're all 
familiar and indeed exists in its same form to 
this day. There were nine stores in the 
original group: Offenbach's two stores (one in 
San Francisco and the other in Oakland), 
Parmele and Sturgis in New Haven, BMRC in 
Boston, Vanden Booms in Kansas City, K&K in 
Buffalo, the Model Hobbycraft Shop on E. 54th 
St. in Manhattan, the Model Railroad Shop 
(again) in Dunellen, New Jersey, and Good's 
Hobby Shop in Dayton, Ohio. The Caboose in 
Denver was reportedly in business but wasn't 
advertising yet, at least not there. The July 
issue added Jim Blackton's in Los Angles, The 
Round House in Hollywood, and Lange's in 
Chicago, bringing it to an even dozen. Anyone 
remember any of these people? Anyone willing 
to admit to being old enough to remember 
any of these people? Anyway, from those 
humble beginnings, our hobby gradually grew 
to become the multi-billion dollar industry 
that it is today.  

The early 1940's were spent contending 
with rationing, victory gardens (ours did 
rather well for city folks), and anything else 
dedicated to the war effort, but fast 
forwarding past those years to the late 1940's 
and 1950's, the model railroading hobby really 
took off. People had jobs and money to spend 
— especially that discretionary income 
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mentioned earlier — and spend it they did on 
cars, homes, and, of course, trains. Hobby 
shops blossomed like dandelions on the lawn 
after a rain. Rather than continuing a list that 
would soon become unmanageable, I picked 
some magazines at random from the 1950's 
and 60's and focused on the bigger, better 
known hobby shops at the time. California 
probably had the most, followed by New York, 
Pennsylvania, and the industrial mid-west, 
with most of them in the larger cities; there 
weren't very many in the south. There was the 
venerable Madison Hardware on E. 23rd Street 
(the world's largest Lionel dealer), the Model 
Railroad Equipment Corp. on 45th Street, AHC 
(also with stores in Chicago and San 
Francisco), and Polk's, all in New York City. 
The larger stores in Philadelphia included 
Allied Hobbies, E&H, Les Myers, and Nicholas 
Smith. There were the three Boston Stores 
and the Washington stores mentioned last 
time, L. M. Blum's Hobby House in Cleveland 
(more on him later), the All-Nation Hobby 
Shop, the House of Trains, and Trost (with the 
little steam train chugging trost/trost/trost 
across the top of their ads) in Chicago, 
Hobbyland in St. Louis, and (finally making an 
appearance) The Caboose in Denver. 

If you were to follow this thread far 
enough, you'd end up with a virtual Who's Who 
of Model Railroad retailers and importers if 
there was such a thing. For example, Leonard 
M. Blum eventually parted with his Hobby 
House and set up LMB to import brass models 
from Japan. Sometime in the 50's, John Purdy 
reemerged from the mists of the 1930's to 
take over the Hobby Shop in Milwaukee and 
rename it Purdy's Hobby Shop, only to 
disappear again in the 60's. Then there was a 
store on Brian Street in Dallas called Hall's 
Hobby House. Bobbye Hall (of Hallmark Brass 
Imports) took it over and renamed it Bobbye 
Hall's Hobby House. Buddy Hall also had a 
store in Dallas, on Thomasson Street; he 
called his store Buddy Hall's Hobby House, and 
for a while they both ran ads in MR at the 
same time. I've never been to Dallas and don't 
know the relationship between the stores (or 
between the Halls, for that matter), but I'd 

love to know the details behind this little 
vignette.  

So after 60 or 70 years, who's left? 
Amazingly, the two oldest businesses are still 
with us: MB Klein (est.1904 in Baltimore) now 
in Cockeysville, MD, and Nicholas Smith 
(est.1909 in Philadelphia) now in the 
Philadelphia suburb of Broomall, PA, both still 
going strong into their second century. And 
The Caboose, the hobby shop that initially 
inspired this series, is still rolling along in 
Denver as it has been since 1938. All the rest 
seem to have vanished into that mist again. I 
expect I've pretty much run the string out on 
this topic by now. But I've again found that 
pursuing one idea often leads to a completely 
different train of thought. Just as my reading 
the article that division member Ed McGill 
gave to me about the new Rapido New Haven 
FL9 led to this series, checking out all of 
these old ads has inspired a new idea for a 

future article.  
 

 
Bob Rosenberg's current 
railroad, the Berkshire Air 
Line Railroad Company, is a 
fictional bridge/short line 
set in western Massachusetts 
in the 1950’s that uses New 
Haven, B&M, and NYC 
equipment. 

Return to Bill of Lading 
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Company Cars 
by Mike White and Marshall Abrams 

It occurred to Mike that it would be interesting to know a little about the companies named on 
some of our modeled freight cars.  There are many kits and ready-to-run cars available decorated 
with the names of companies that use or used the type of car modeled.  Some are long gone but 
others are still in business today. The old billboard reefers are the most familiar example but there 
are other types as well. This series will look at some of these and provide some background 
information on the company behind the name. 
 

Reid Brothers 
 
In 1893 the New 
York Times 
asserted that 
Kansas City would 
overtake Chicago 
as a livestock and 
packing center 
“during the present 
century.” Reid 
Brothers was 
erecting a “large poultry slaughter house, to 
be operated in connection with its immense 
plant….” Kansas City, Kansas, is “all right,” 
the paper believed, even as “the country at 
large is crying hard times….” 

Fifteen months later most of the great Reid 
Brothers packing plant went up in smoke after 
a fire started in the hog slaughtering building. 
The New York Times called it a “million dollar 
fire,” watched by thousands of people 
standing on the west bluff above the Bottoms. 
The fire department, hampered by low water 
pressure – a major political issue in the city – 
could only save one building. The storage 
building was “packed from top to bottom with 
pork…. The floors and walls were soaked with 
grease and burned like tinder. It was only by 
concentrating the strength of the Fire 
Department and Armour’s water tower that 
the beef building was saved.” Read about the 
fire in the Daily Argus News. 

By the 1960s, 
after yet another 
disastrous flood in 
1951, most packing 
companies had 
departed. The 
Cudahy Packing 
Company plant 
never reopened 
after the 1951 

flood. The greatest of them all, the Armour 
Plant, closed in May, 1965. The Kansas City 
stockyards were officially closed in 1991. 
Kansas City’s livestock and packing industry 
never surpassed Chicago’s. 

Read about Kansas City’s livestock and 

meatpacking industry.  
Return to Bill of Lading 

 
Please see Marshall’s biographical 

information in the article on Board nominees. 
Click here to visit Marshall's layout, the 
Abrams Railroad Empire. With an abundance 
of industries, towns, yards, and interchange 
tracks, the 20' by 22' walk-around has 
adequate activities and aisle space to keep as 
many as 8 operators busy during an operating 
session.  
 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=yzcnAAAAIBAJ&sjid=xAMGAAAAIBAJ&pg=5350%2C5861381
http://kansascitystories.com/commerce/meatpacking/meatpacking.html
http://kansascitystories.com/commerce/meatpacking/meatpacking.html
http://abrams-railroad.potomac-nmra.org/
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Lumber building is a Micro-Scale Models kit, 
small station is scratch built, Pennsylvania 
gondola is a resin kit from Funaro and 
Camerlengo, and the truck is a modified CMW. 

We'd Like You To Meet: Fred Ross 
by Roger Sekera  

 
This column spotlights model railroaders in this area who have achieved notable progress early in 
their careers. The concept is to focus on one person who is a strong modeler, has or is working on 
his or her own layout, has some "standing" in the model railroad community in this area, evidenced 
by their participation in either a club or some other communal activity.i 
 
So what does a guy model who was born 
and raised in Williamsport PA? He models 
The Elmira branch of the PRR head 
quartered in Williamsport (PA of course). 
This branch of the PRR ran from 
Williamsport, PA north to Elmira, NY and 
then into enemy territory of the NYC. 
Enough of the line was washed out by the 
1996 storm Agnes that it was not rebuilt.  

Fred Ross, who now lives in Baltimore, 
graduated from George Washington University 
in 1988 before entering the banking field. He 
has worked for local and regional banks, 
mostly in commercial lending or associated 
activities for the past 27 years.  

Married with two children, Fred has focused 
his recent model railroading energies 
preparing the basement. In addition to a low 
over head that negated a typical tile or 
drywall ceiling, he had to resolve the issue of 
water seeping in and through the space, plus 
a range of issues with the gas meter and a 
slightly less than level floor. Eventually, he 
hired a carpenter who basically finished a 
space (24 feet by 15  feet), 8 by 24 feet of 
which will be his railroad.  In addition to a 
simple main line oval, there will be both 
visible and hidden staging. The Elmira branch 
was basically single tracked. This is not the 
four track PRR main nor the horseshoe curve. 
But Williamsport was and is a major industrial 
area, including the PRR warehouse that was 
some 900 feet long(!) and a tuning fork-
shaped trackage that went inside the building, 
plus a number of local industries. Fred has 
been in contact with a Yahoo Group that has 
information on this building and the PRR 
operations in the Williamsport area. In the 
1956-57 era (later transition era for the PRR) 
T1s leased from the Reading worked alongside 

Pennsy steam and early diesels . 
Fortunately, Broadway offers a nice 
Reading T1.  

Open grid bench work is being used 
along with (for the most part) Walthers 
code 83 track and a NCE control system. 
Fred seeks a balance between size, 
operational reliability and prototypical 

realism, all of which are in concert with a 
demanding career and a family.  His early 
efforts featured the blocks and toggle 
switches normal to a DC based system. But 
“once I operated on a DCC system with sound, 
the difference was obvious.” 

His basic goal is to get a railroad built that 
runs reliably and does not take several years 
to complete. Then he can enjoy the railroad 
with his kids, leaving him enough time to 
scratch build structures. “This modest space 
hasn't been a problem, but rather serves to 
force more of a discipline to include only 
what is needed.”  

Howard Zane has been and continues to be 
a major influence. He has “shown me how to 
design, build, and rebuild a railroad. He also 
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Supplies needed for this project 
1 - 25 pound bag of Number 8 Shot 
1 - Bottle White Glue 
1 - Bottle of Matte Medium (50:50 mixture of 

white glue and water) 
1 - Bag of coal ballast 
1 - Scale — postage or other small scale 

suitable for measuring car weight. 

 

 
Anatomy of a Shot Gun Shell 

helped me with scratch building, a part of 
model railroading that I now really enjoy. I 
worked for Howard when he owned the 
Timonium Show and when he sold the 
Timonium show, I came along.” Fred is now 
the General Manager for this four times yearly 
show.  

Fred also has the advantage of family 
history working on the PRR with a great 
grandfather who was an engineman. “I have 
union books and other original documents that 
give me a sense of the tone and tenor of PRR 
operations on this branch.” 

Thus, Fred Ross uses a well-researched base 
and a focused eye toward producing a 

realistic, reliable and reachable goal. We 

should all stay tuned.   

  
Roger Sekera, a retired 

executive search 
consultant, lives in 
Potomac Maryland. His HO 
scale Clinch Valley Lines 
(CVL) models railroad 
activity (heavy coal 

balanced by general merchandise traffic) in 
1959 in the Southwestern area of Virginia. The 
CVL has been fully TT/TO operational for over 
four years. 

Return to Bill of Lading

 

Buckshot Coal Car Loads 
A Simple Way to Add Weight to Your Coal Hoppers 

by  Robert B. Rodriguez
I always check and if necessary add weight to 
all of my rolling stock so that each car 
conforms to the NMRA standard of 1 ounce of 
weight plus ½ ounce per inch of car length. 
Box cars and tank cars are easy. They provide 
hidden areas to place weights which cannot 
be seen when fully assembled. Intermodal 
cars are also easy to weigh down if you have a 
trailer load on each car. Simply place your 
weights in the trailer to get the car up to the 
standard weight. 

Coal and other types of hoppers present 
more of a challenge, especially if you want to 
simulate empty cars like I do during my 
operation sessions. You could always place 
weights in each car then cover them with a 
nice coal load insert and call them empty, but 
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I like the visual cue of seeing an empty car 
when my train crews are looking for empties 
to switch. 

To accomplish my project I obtained some 
number 8 shot from a fellow model railroader. 
Shot is made up of tiny lead pellets which are 
loaded into shotgun shells. My model 
railroader friend, a competitive shooter, had 
some shot on hand that we has willing to off 
load to me. You can find number 8 shot at 
most gun stores. Although I used number 8 
shot, number 9 is better as it is smaller and 
easier to conceal. 

STEP 1: Weather your car.  
It is easier to do the weathering before you 

weight the car rather than after. I air brush 
my coal cars with a light coating of dust, mud 
and rust. I apply a heavier coating of mud and 
rust to the interior of the hopper since the 
paint in the prototype is quickly chipped away 
after a few years of use. The resulting 
exposure to the weather coats the interior 
with rust very quickly. 

 
STEP 2: Calculate the car's weight.  

Measure the car. My coal cars measure 5.5 
inches. I use a printed table which shows the 
measurements in fractions of an inch on the 
bottom and the NMRA recommended weight (1 
ounce + ½ ounce per inch of car length). My 
5.5 inch coal hopper should weigh 3.75 
ounces.

STEP 3: Weigh the car.  
My car's actual weight was 2 ounces. That's 

1.75 ounces too light. 
 
STEP 4: Add weight to scale. 

 
While your car is on the scale, simply pour 

the shot into the pan or the hopper interior. 
Add enough show to bring the car up to 3.75 
ounces. 

STEP 5: Add glue.  
Pour a small 

amount of glue 
into the base of 
each well inside 
the hopper. 

STEP 6: Add weight to car.  
Evenly 

distribute 
the shot you 
measured 
out in Step 4 
into equal 
amounts into 
each well. 

STEP 7: Add ballast.  
Pour just enough coal ballast to cover the 

shot. If you 
prefer, you can 
paint the shot 
first (after the 
glue has dried) 
with flat black 
paint, then cover 
it with ballast.
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STEP 8: Apply Matte Medium.  
First wet the 

ballast down 
with water in a 
spray bottle. 
This will even 

out the ballast and allow the Matte Medium to 
flow evenly between each granule. Don't over 

soak.  
Once the 

ballast is 
damp, apply 
the matte 
medium to 
the ballast. 

STEP 9: Let dry overnight.  
Allow the glue and matte medium to dry 

overnight. The next day you can touch up any 
exposed areas that were overlooked. 

That's it. In about an hour you can have a 
fleet of realistic looking empties each of 
which contains some residual coal in the 
hopper. The added weight will provide better 
tracking and fewer derailments. The 

weathered look and the small amount of 
ballast inside each car will make an 
impressive looking coal consist on any layout. 

 
Return to Bill of Lading 

 

 
Bob Rodriguez has been a 

model railroader for over 40 
years and has built several 
small and medium size layouts 
including assisting with 
construction of the Prince 
William County Model Railroad 
Club's layout in Quantico, 
Virginia. Bob began operation 
sessions on his own Nickel City Line railroad in 
November 2002 and has hosted over 70 
sessions to date, introducing 73 model 
railroaders to operations on his railroad. He 
also operates with a round-robin group of 
model railroaders from Maryland and Virginia. 
You can view Bob's layout at: 
http://nclrr.potomac-nmra.org/.  
 

 

  

http://nclrr.potomac-nmra.org/
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Perishable Freight — Opportunities for Operation (Part 1) 
by  Mike White

Introduction 
This article, which is in several parts due to 
the scope of the subject matter, is intended 
to provide background information for making 
model railroad operations more interesting 
and varied with the use of a “Perishable 
Freight” waybill. 

Serious attention to handling these 
commodities resulted in the 1920 publication 
of Perishable Protective Tariff No.1, Agent J. 
C. Fairbanks, I.C.C. No. 6, published by the 
National Perishable Freight Committee in 
Chicago and it's adoption by all of the major 
railroads transporting perishable goods. 

Some of the source material for this article 
comes from The Station Agent's Blue Book, by 
O. B. Kirkpatrick, published in 1928. Much 
more has been extracted from Perishable 
Protective Tariff No 11 (1940). 

The 1920's were the period of a great 
expansion in perishable goods transportation 
and the technical innovations related to it. 
Most of what guided the railroads engaged in 
this business was continuing refinements in 
procedures as a result of experience gained in 
the 1920s. Over the years, the National 
Perishable Freight Committee, the 
Department of Agriculture, and the various 
railroads, published pamphlets and 
instructions on specific aspects of perishable 
goods preservation and transportation for use 
by those directly engaged in these shipments.  

This article relates to circumstances as 
they existed from 1920 until the replacement 
of ice bunker refrigerator cars (the "ice age") 
by mechanical refrigerator cars beginning in 
the early 1950s. This is a period that would 
produce railcars appropriate to a model 
railroad through the 1960s, so the material 
presented is probably suitable for a large 
number of operations eras by today's 
modelers. Fortunately, many of the 
supplementary publications mentioned above 
have been digitized and are available on the 
internet.  

Part 1 presents an introduction to the 
transportation of perishable freight. 

Subsequent parts will cover some of the 
specifics in more detail. Links to references 
and source material are provided. 

§5901. Definition. The term "Perishable 
Freight" has reference to commodities 
which are particularly susceptible to 
deterioration, decay, or damage through 
exposure to extreme heat or cold, and 
which usually must be protected against 
heat or cold, as the case may be, during 
transportation by refrigeration, 
ventilation or heater. The commodities 
most commonly requiring this service 
include fresh fruits and vegetables, fresh 
meat, milk and dairy products, eggs, fish 
and game, beverages, liquids, etc.  
List [1] is offered to provide examples of 

the variety of products that can be shipped by 
a wide-range of modeled industries. This list 
is an extract from an early edition Perishable 
Protective Tariff.  

Technical Terms 
There are a number of technical terms used in 
the protection of perishable freight which 
need to be understood in the context of the 
protective services tariff. Due to the size of 
the list it is a PDF file that can be found at 
the following link: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5wBHS
OgPYy1od1pLazNGRnM/edit?usp=sharing 

 
Recording Requested Services 

                                         
1 Numbered sections identified by the symbol § are 
from the Station Agent's Blue Book. 

 

    It was the shipper's responsibility to 
specify exactly, within any limits imposed 
by the tariff, what services the railroad 
was to provide for each shipment of 
perishable goods. This, on the shipper's 
part, was accomplished by specifying on 
the Bill of Lading the type and extent of 
service required. This information, 
including any shipper instructions, was 
transferred to the waybill when it was 
prepared. 

http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011139303;page=root;view=image;size=100;seq=5;num=i
https://archive.org/details/CAT10939686
https://archive.org/details/CAT10939686
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5wBHSOgPYy1od1pLazNGRnM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5wBHSOgPYy1od1pLazNGRnM/edit?usp=sharing
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[1]    Station Agent’s Blue Book, p. 102 

I 

§593. Shipper's Instructions. When a 
carload shipment of perishable freight is 
offered for transportation, the shipper 
must declare in writing on the bill of 
lading just what kind of protective service 
is desired. Each carrier's perishable 
protective tariff (usually the “Perishable 
Protective Tariff,” published by R. C. 
Dearborn, Agent) specifically outlines just 
what protective service is provided and 
only the protective instructions of 
shipper's that are strictly in accordance 
therewith should be accepted. 

As mentioned above, the service and 

instruction information was transferred to the 
waybill when the waybill was prepared. Early 
on the railroads recognized that some obvious 
distinction needed to be made from the 
ordinary Freight Waybill to cause the special 
handling of the carload to be recognized. This 
was accomplished through the use of a 
"Freight Waybill - Preferred Movement" 

§600. Preferred Movement Waybill. The 
"Freight Waybill - Preferred Movement" is 
a form of waybill recommended by the 
Railway Accounting Officers Association, 
and is used by most carriers in waybilling 
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perishable shipments. It is printed on pink 
paper, and while as to form is exactly like 
the ordinary freight waybill, its distinctive 
color, and the preferred-movement 
notation, indicates that the shipment 

should 
receive 
prompt and 
special 
attention."  

While in 
general the 
form and 
content of 
the 
modeled 
version of 
this waybill 
is similar to 
the 
prototype 
Freight 
Waybill, it 
differs with 

respect to Title and the inclusion of specific 
fields related to icing requirements.  

Figure [2] is the Micro-Mark/Old Line 
Graphics-sized waybill. Figure [3] is the larger 
format initially designed by Tony Thompson. 

Notice that the title has been changed from 
that described above and that specific fields 
have been provided for icing information to 
simplify operations for those simulating reefer 
icing. 

Information on the development and 
production of these waybills can be found at 
the links and references contained in: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5w
BHSOgPNHlWOG5Ob0Q3aTA/edit?usp=sharing 

The Perishable Protective Tariff [4] is 
organized in Sections beginning with the 
General Rules and Regulations applying to the 
various services. The Section titles are rather 
long and legalistic but can be simplified for 
reference purposes. 

For example: the title of Section 2, in full, 
is: “Section No.2 Charges and Special Rules 
Governing Refrigeration Services, (as provided 
in this section) of Carload Shipments, also less 
than carload shipments as provided for in 

Rules Nos. 260, 265, and 270 of Fruits, 
Vegetables, Berries, Melons and Other 
Perishable Freight As Provided For In This 
Section 

This Section will not apply to Bananas or 
Coconuts in straight or mixed carloads, except 

[2] 

[4] [3] 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5wBHSOgPNHlWOG5Ob0Q3aTA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5wBHSOgPNHlWOG5Ob0Q3aTA/edit?usp=sharing
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as provided for in Paragraph A of Rule No. 
Governed by General Rules and Regulations in 
Section No. 1, unless otherwise specifically 
provided for in this Section. 

The provisions of this section take 
precedence over Sections 3 and 4.” 

This is more information than we need for 
modeling purposes as are the titles of the 
other sections. We will refer to them here as: 

Section 1 Rules and Regulations  
Section 2  Refrigeration Services 
Section 3 Replenishing Services 
Section 4 Icing and Reicing Services 
Section 5 Heater Service 
Section 6 Less Than Carload 
Section 7 Refrigeration Revenue 

Disposition 
Section 8 Dry Refrigerator Car Service 

 
Within each Section are rules specific to 

the services covered by that Section. 
The largest Section by far is Section 2 — 

Refrigeration Services occupying 249 pages of 
the 432 pages of the complete tariff.  

Later editions of the Perishable Protective 
Tariff rearrange the contents of the Sections 
and add additional rules and charges for new 
services such as Mechanical Refrigeration 
which was still in its experimental stages in 
1940. 

It is important that the Section numbers 
which will be converted to “CPS” entries (see 
Figures [2] and [3]) are consistent across all of 
your perishable waybills. I recommend that 
you select a single tariff from your particular 
era (if available) and use the section numbers 
from that tariff alone. 

Part 2 will begin the discussion on 
Refrigeration Services.  

Links 
• The Station Agent's Blue Book 
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39

015011139303;page=root;view=image;size=
100;seq=5;num=i 

• Perishable Protective Tariff No 11 (1940) 
https://archive.org/details/CAT10939686 

• Technical terms used in the protection of 
perishable freight 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5w

BHSOgPYy1od1pLazNGRnM/edit?usp=sharing 
If the links don't work directly from the 

text, copy and paste the link in your browser's 
address line. 
Author’s Note   

Since I began researching and writing this 
article, I have made several visits to the USDA 
National Agricultural Library (NAL) in 
Beltsville, Maryland to obtain access to their 
copy of Perishable Protective Tariff No. 11. 
Over the course of several months, and with 
the able assistance of Wayne Thompson of the 
NAL, I was able to influence the NAL to 
digitize Perishable Protective Tariff No. 11 
and make it available to a wider audience. An 
unexpected benefit of this has been the 
additional digitization of two Supplements to 
this tariff, one of which was not discovered 
until the effort took place. All three 
documents are available at the link above. 

The link is to the Internet Library web 
page containing the tariff. On the right of this 
page is a sidebar containing the formats in 
which the entire document can be 
downloaded. At the bottom of the page that the 
full Tariff is on is a link to the Supplements (1st 
item). They are downloadable as a PDF (see 
the right side of the page list.   

Return to Bill of Lading 
 

 
Mike White is a member of 

several clubs and historical 
societies all rail oriented. 
Mike is past MER Secretary 
and Potomac Division 
Paymaster. His Solomons and 
Patuxent Railroad, inspired 
and informed by the 
Maryland and Pennsylvania 
Railroad, represents a rural north-south line 
between Owings, MD and interchange with the 
Chesapeake Beach Railway and Solomons 
Island.

 

http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011139303;page=root;view=image;size=100;seq=5;num=i
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011139303;page=root;view=image;size=100;seq=5;num=i
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011139303;page=root;view=image;size=100;seq=5;num=i
https://archive.org/details/CAT10939686
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5wBHSOgPYy1od1pLazNGRnM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SG5wBHSOgPYy1od1pLazNGRnM/edit?usp=sharing
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Chicago and Illinois 551 USRA 2-8-2 Mikado 

 

 

            
 

 

Missouri Transportation Museum 
by Ernie Little   (photos by the author)

In the Summer of 2014 Ernie Little and his 
wife Joyce took a vacation to the midwestern 
part of the United States to visit family at 
Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs, 
CO. As a part of the trip they decided to 
include stops to see transportation related 
museums in Saint Louis, MO, North Platte, NE, 

and Union, IL. These visits led Ernie to write 
three articles for the Flyer to share his 
experiences. This first article describes the 
visit to the Missouri Transportation Museum 
located just outside of Saint Louis, MO, where 
he spent a day looking at vehicles from 
several different modes of transportation. 
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Daniel Nason 4-4-0 

However, what made his day was seeing the 
many locomotives on display there, which 
include a Big Boy locomotive. 

The Museum of Transportation is located 16 
miles southwest of downtown St. Louis in 
West St. Louis County, MO. It houses what has 
been recognized as one of the largest and 
best collections of transportation vehicles in 
the world. It was founded in 1944 by a group 
of historically minded citizens and in 1948, 
was incorporated as a non-profit educational 
organization known today as the Transport 
Museum Association (TMA). Today, the 
museum is operated by the St. Louis County 
Department of Parks and Recreation with a 
mission of being a leader in protecting and 
interpreting North America's transportation 
heritage. 

The site of the museum includes one of the 
two first man-made railroad tunnels west of 
the Mississippi River. The Museum site also 

features more than four miles of switching 
and exhibition track, and its 10 buildings 
include a nationally acclaimed research 
library of transportation-related memorabilia 
and documents. With over 70 locomotives, 
half of them "one-of-a-kind" or "sole survivors" 
of their type, the Museum has one of the most 
complete collections of American railroad 
motive power, and its collections of 
automobiles, buses, streetcars, aircraft, 
horse-drawn vehicles, and riverboat materials 
are constantly expanding to reflect the ever-
changing nature of transportation. The 
Museum's rail and transit collections have 
grown to encompass more than 190 major 
exhibits. These include the mid-1800s Boston 
& Providence "Daniel Nason"; the diminutive 
"Charles H.", a small steam engine from 
Chicago's Lake Street Elevated rapid transit 
line that was cosmetically restored in 1996 to 
its original appearance; and the 6,600-hp, 
two-engine Union Pacific diesel #6944 
("Centennial"), built by General Motors' 
Electro-Motive Division in 1971. The road 
vehicle collection of over 200 items includes a 
1901 automobile built by the St. Louis Motor 
Carriage Co. (oldest of only nine such cars 
known to still be in existence), as well as the 
only operational Chrysler turbine car on public 
display.  

On the prior page you can see me standing 
next to the Union Pacific 4006, a 4-8-8-4 
steam locomotive, which is one of a class of 
steam locomotives referred to as the "Big 
Boy". They were the largest steam 
locomotives ever made in the world though 
one could argue that the Big Boy as not the 
largest and that the Chesapeake and Ohio 
"Allegheny" 4-6-6-6 was. The Big Boy was the 
largest locomotive but the Allegheny had a 
larger diameter boiler (109") than the Big Boy 
(107") and that the focus of what the 
discussion about which is larger gets down to. 
If you were to compare the drivers of the two 
you would see that the Big Boy had 68" 
diameter drivers versus the Allegheny having 
67". All I know is when you stand next to the 
Big Boy the main driver wheels seemed to be 
huge to me. There a plenty of railroad 
locomotives and cars to see at the museum 
and if you decide to go and visit plan to spend 
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UP 900081 

 
Panama Canal “mule” 

at least half a day walking up and down the 
hillside the museum is located on. Some of 
the other railroad exhibits you can see at 
the museum are shown in these pictures.  

There is the Daniel Nason, a 4-4-0 steam 
locomotive that was built by the Boston and 
Providence Railroad. The design of the 
locomotive placed the cylinders and main 
driving rods inside the frame of the 
locomotive versus outside the frame which 
was a design popular by railroads prior to 
the Civil War. 

Now I know that we all like to see snow in 
the winter and with that here is the Union 
Pacific 900081 rotary snow plow. Just what 
you need to clean your driveway during the 
big snow storms we see around here. 
Weighing a mere 376,400 pounds, fully 
loaded,  this unit was built in 1966 and was 
the biggest and heaviest rotary plan ever 
made with a 12 foot cutting wheel and 3,000 
horsepower engine to turn it using a diesel-
electric drive.. 

Next is a locomotive you will not find on 
the main line unless you happen to be on the 
Pacific end of the Panama Canal (Pedro 

Miguel locks). Locomotive 662 was one of the 

"mules" used to assist ships through the canal. 
Pulling and power came from a toothed cog 
wheel and rack rail under the locomotive.  It 
ran on a non-standard 5'0" gauge rail system. 
Its two 75 horsepower traction motors gave it 
a top speed of 5 mph when it was moving 
without a ship. When towing a ship it had a 
top speed of 2 mph.  
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Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Zepher 

And something a little different for your 
viewing the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy 
AA-439  "Silver Charger".  This is one of the 
Zepher passenger trains that made significant 
changes in passenger service to and from 
Chicago in the 1950s. It's streamlined design 
made it a very fast train. All in all another 
great transportation museum to visit and see 

railroad history.  
Return to Bill of Lading 

 

 
Ernie Little is a retired 
member of the Prince 
William County , VA 
Department of Fire and 
Rescue and resides in 
Manassas, VA with his wife 
Joyce. He has had an 
interest in model railroading 

since the mid 1990’s and has an 12 foot by 20 
foot HO scale layout in the basement of his 
home that is free lanced and represents a 
connector railroad that runs between two 

major railroads. The name of his model 
railroad is the Norfolk Southern Connector and 
most of the locomotives and rail cars you see 
on it are either Norfolk Southern, Southern, or 
Norfolk and Western.  He is active in the 
NMRA achievement program and has attained 
certificates in Electrical, Association 
Volunteer, Golden Spike, Chief Dispatcher, 
and is currently working on meeting the 
requirements for scenery. 
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Misty Creek Junction 
by Ron King (photos by the author)

Misty Creek Junction is a small interchange 
site on the New York Central. The setting is 
1955 and first generation diesels are still the 
norm. The junction area features Misty Creek 
tower, two customers (Whitewater Brewing 
and the Northern Light and Power Company), 
plus the NYC freight house. The mainline is 
double track at this point on the NYC. There is 
also the interchange and a branch line to the 
city. The structures are a mixture of kit and 
scratch built; some have detailed interiors 
and all have appropriate lighting.  

The photo tour starts at the West end of 
the Junction. Photo #2 shows the two tunnels 
leading to the west – a single track tunnel 
from the interchange and the double track 
mainline tunnel. The three tracks all cross 
Misty Creek at this point and move into the 
interlocking plant at the Junction.  

The mainline bridge is scratchbuilt using 
Micro Engineering parts and the interchange 
bridge is a modified Micro Engineering kit. 

Photo #3 shows Misty Creek Junction 
looking west, back toward Misty Creek. The 
interchange track meets the main just west of 
the tower and two of the major shipping 
points (Whitewater Brewing and the NYC 
Freight House) are shown on their shared spur 
north of the mainline. 

Misty Creek Tower has full interior details. 
The Trainmaster and C&S Supervisor have 
desks on the lower floor to keep up with their 
paperwork. The Tower Operator and 
electronic control board are upstairs. The 
signals in the junction area are functional and 
work properly according to NYC rules. 
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Photo 2 – West End over Misty Creek 

 

 
Photo 3 – Misty Creek Junction (West) 
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Photo 4 – Misty Creek Junction (East) 

 
Photo 5 – East End Tunnels 
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Photo 6 – City Branch 

Looking east of the tower, Photo #4 shows 
the Northern Light and Power plant. It is the 
main structure in this direction and is the only 
customer on the east siding. In the 
foreground, just to the right of the tower and 
the triple head signal, the City branch splits 
from the main. The electric relay boxes just 
to the right of the tower control the switch 
logic as well as the City branch signals. 

The power plant is a 24/7 operation. The 
power plant is not located on a large body of 
water, so an extra water tank has been added 
to keep the steam turbines running in case 
the well pumps fail. It has interior details as 
well as full interior lighting. The “Reddy 
Kilowatt” sign on the roof of the power plant 
is by Miller Engineering and is animated using 
the Miller control board.  

Continuing to the east, photo #5 shows 
how the mainline tracks split and go into 
single track tunnels heading to eastern 
destinations. The City Branch in the 
foreground turns to the south and climbs at a 

two percent grade leaving the main. The 
branch will enter the city area above street 
level. 

The City Branch was inspired by two 
places:  New York City and Philadelphia. New 
York City had the NYC West Side High Line in 
Manhattan which served the meat-packing 
district. Philadelphia had the SEPTA elevated 
tracks running above Frankfurt Avenue. I lived 
in both places during the 1970’s and worked 
in a book store on Frankfurt Avenue while I 
was finishing college. I still have enjoyable 
memories of both areas.  

The City is only 10 feet 6 inches above 
water level (typical of a place such as 
Manhattan). This places the buildings much 
lower and makes them much less noticeable 
on small layouts such as mine. Even though 
the buildings were supposed to be simply 
“background”, I enjoyed building them so 
much that I put detailed interiors and lighting 
in them. 

Photo #6 shows the elevated railway 
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Photo 7 – City Street 

structure inspired by the NYC High Line. It is 
scratch built with a ballasted deck, proper 
street marking, and correct drainage. It is 
double tracked like the prototype and I plan 
to extend it in the future. 

The 20th Century Department Store in 
photo #7 is modeled after the famous 21st 
Century store in lower Manhattan. This store 
was scratch built after I spent a couple of 
weeks working in the Financial District (early 
2015) and shopped at the 21st Century several 
times. It has a full interior with very bright 
lighting like its famous prototype and it is 
packed with shoppers as well. 

No city can be complete without 
automobiles and it would not resemble a 
Metropolis or Gotham City without a fleet of 
Yellow taxi cabs. The majority of the 
automobiles come from Classic Metal Works, 
but there are also some vintage cars from 
Busch, Oxford Diecast, and Woodland Scenics. 
As of now, there are over 30 cars and trucks 
on the streets of my city. 

I also consider people to be an important 
part of the city. After all, it would not be a 

city without people and I have tried to 
capture the ambiance of a busy city street in 
a small area. The three major city structures 
have detailed interiors and there are people 
in each building as well as on the streets. 
There are currently over 200 people in the 
city and I expect the population to grow as 
new construction creates more jobs and 
offices. 

That is where our tour of Misty Creek ends 
for now. Misty Creek Junction is a small HO 
scale layout - only 30 inches wide and 12 feet 
long, with an 18 inch by 5.5 foot peninsula for 
the City Branch. These photos are very similar 
to the ones I submitted for the NMRA 
Achievement Program’s Scenery Certificate 
and I hope they show that you do not have to 
create a massive layout in order to have fun 
or realize your dreams. 

Through the years, I have started and 
scrapped many layouts because they never 
ended up as I dreamed they should be. Many 
of those failures were of the “Colossal 
Empire” variety that I suspect many of us 
would love to have. But instead of being “too 
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Operating Crew at Mat's 

big to fail”, most of my ideas started out “too 
big to succeed”. 

Fortunately, I went back to my beginnings 
with a smaller plan and Misty Creek Junction 
has turned out just as I pictured it in my 
mind. The layout has been created using the 
“Drop-Leaf” concept that I first learned from 
Lawrence Patch in his May, 1978 article in 
Railroad Model Craftsman. This layout 
concept worked for me through my years of 
apartment and condo living and I think it is 
ideal for anyone who does not have room for a 
large layout, yet wants to run trains and also 
create some nice scenery. 

Misty Creek was designed for expansion 
from Day One. I knew if my ideas were 
successful, I would want to continue this 
railroad and turn it into something bigger. I 
am now re-energized and excited to see how 
well I can make the next section look. 

Return to Bill of Lading 

 

 
I have been model railroading 
for as long as I can 
remember. My cousin got me 
into HO scale at Christmas in 
1960 and I spent much of 
high school building logging 
railroads and lusting over the 
beautiful brass locomotives 

from PFM and NWSL.  I switched to narrow 
gauge shortly after that and spent the next 30 
years building miniature replicas of Colorado 
in almost every scale and gauge.  I discovered 
the Stewart F-series diesels in early 1992 and 
that sent me back to HO standard gauge and 
my childhood memories of the mid-1950s.  I 
spent five years working for the old Southern 
Railway System prior to the merger with the 
Norfolk and Western and I recently retired 
from The MITRE Corporation, where I worked 
as a Systems Engineer. I live in Gainesville, 
Virginia with my wife and three cats. 

 

Operations Initiative Report 
The monthly operations program, similar to the monthly open houses, continues to provide an 
opportunity for division members to experience operations as practiced on layouts around the 
division. 

If you’ve never participated in an operating session, these are excellent opportunities for you 
to try your hand at it. If you’d like to participate, or have questions, E-mail Bill Mosteller 
(wsm@greatdecals.com). You can register for an upcoming session by sending a check for $5 made 
out to Potomac Division, NMRA to Bill Mosteller, 3306 ParksideTerr, Fairfax, VA  22031-2715.  The 
nominal fee helps to defray incidental costs with carrying out this initiative.  

 
Sunday, February 28th, 2016 

Mat Thompson’s Oregon Coast 
Railroad 

Engineer-Conductor Team 
by Bill Lyders (who also shot the photos) 

 
Gil Fuchs and I worked well as an Engineer-
Conductor team and both got to play each 
role – see the picture. We both expressed our 
suggestions on how to go about picking up and 
setting out cars along our routes. Usually it 
was either suggested sequence would work, so 
we just did one. But we did learn a couple of 
operations lessons. One is to study the whole 
route and realize that if you have an out and 

mailto:wsm@greatdecals.com
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Hoyt Street Yard. Jerry Wolfson and Bill 
Mosteller switch Willbridge in background 

 
Bill Lyders and Gill Fuchs switch Clatskanie 

back route, it might make some of those later 
setouts easier if you don't do an earlier 
pickup. We had a challenging turnaround 
requiring an engine/caboose turnaround in a 
tight industry location. It would have been a 
lot easier with fewer cars to do the 
runaround. A second route had us pulling a 
full 18 car train after picking up 11 cars in a 
yard on the way. We did take note to wait for 
another Extra that was also late getting 
started  coming in the other direction but we 
missed that one car we took to the end should 
have been left at that first yard - we didn't 
read our way bill close enough.   

So we both had a great Ops session and 
learned something as well. 

 
Logging in the Pacific Northwest 

by Bill Mosteller 
 

Division members Gil Fuchs, Shawn Hogan, 
Robert Hogan, Bill Lyders, Doug Moore, and 
John Paganoni joined me at Mat Thompson’s 
for an operating session.  I was partnered with 
Jerry Wolfson and we were assigned a pair of 
logging trains.  As he brought his throttle, we 
decided he should drive and I should plan the 
moves. 

Our first assignment was to move a 14 car 
log train from Astoria to Tilllamook.  While 
I’ve run log trains before, this one was a lot 
longer than any previous assignment.  The job 
included bringing the train in off a branch 
line, turning it (reversing engine and 

caboose), and proceeding to Tillamook.  
There, we offloaded the cargo of logs and 
turned the train.  Finally, we returned to 
Astoria.  This proved to be an excellent warm-
up exercise for our next job. 

We were then assigned a train from Hoyt 
Street to Tillamook (most logs go there).  We 
started light (engine and caboose only) but 
didn’t stay that way.  At our first stop, 
Willbridge and the Camp 18 Branch, we had to 
shift cars between three different sidings and 
finish up with a train of two log cars pointed 
the correct direction.  I never worry about 
minimizing moves in these situations: too 
hard!  I just try to get it done right.  From 
there we moved to Clatskanie and the Victoria 
Branch.  Three cars were waiting for us at 
Clatskanie, but hard experience has taught 
me not to drag things along if I’m coming 
back, so we left five log cars there and 
climbed the branch.  Three more log cars 
awaited us, we ran around them and backed 
down the branch to the rest of our train.  
From there, after dodging scheduled trains 
(the log train was an extra) we finally reached 
Tillamook and the end of the session.  We had 
a great time. 
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Saturday, May 28 
Pete & Jane Clarke's East Broad Top 

Some folks imagine the words “narrow gauge” 
and “western” are synonymous.  Contrary to 
that, the East Broad Top is an eastern narrow 
gauge railroad that substantially still exists, if 
shuttered at the moment. But you don’t have 
to let that stop you, you can operate on it, in 
Damascus, Maryland! 

Pete & Jane Clarke model the East Broad 
Top railroad in HOn3, the year is 1926. The 
layout follows actual EBT practices except 
that here the iron furnace has been re-
opened. This makes the operations much 
more interesting and varied. The railroad is 
featured in Great Model Railroads, 2016. The 
Clarkes hosted the division for an open house 
in 2011, click here for details. 

Pete writes: “We run a 6 train schedule, 
plus we now use hand written orders so we 
need a dispatcher. I'm not sure if a guest can 
be expected to be a dispatcher on a railroad 
they are not familiar with. So I don't know if 
it's fair to count that as one that we need.  
(So far Alex Polimeni is the only one who's 
ever dispatched for us.) But then if someone 
really wanted to, there's no reason we 
couldn't allow it. 

So lets say that's 7 people (if one wants to 
dispatch, 6 if just train crew). 

Arrive between 12:00 and 12:30 so we can 
show you the RR and review ops system prior 
to 1:00 when the trains start rolling. Space is 
limited, you must contact Bill Mosteller 
(wsm@greatdecals.com) to reserve space.” 

Sunday, June 26 Marshall Abrams’  
Abrams Railroad Empire (ARE) 

Located in Silver Spring, MD, the ARE is a 20 
foot by 22 foot walk-around HO layout Three 
towns are fully sceniced and scenery 
construction is spreading. 

The ARE is free-lance, focusing on moving 
freight to industries. Making up and breaking 
down freight trains are part of the operations. 
Car movements are controlled by RailOP 
software; engines by Digitrax. Trains are 
sequenced, but not scheduled. Turnouts are 
wired to stop a train if the turnout is thrown 
against it. Some of the track sections are 
protected by signals actuated by occupancy 
detectors. Other sections have paper track 
warrants which the engineer must have in 
hand before entering the section. Commuter 
and long-haul passenger trains compete for 
trackage. Engineers are given a clip board 
with Employee Instructions that specify the 
routes, pick-ups, drop-offs, and special 
instructions for the train. Schematic and 
pictorial representations of the layout on the 
back of the clipboard help navigation on an 
unfamiliar layout. 

Arrive between 12:00 and 12:30 so we can 
show you the RR and review ops system prior 
to 1:00 when the trains start rolling. Up to 8 
operators can be accommodated. Operators 
will receive introductory email providing 
insight as to how the railroad operates. 
Checkout the ARE homepage at 
http://abrams-railroad.potomac-nmra.org/ . 

 

Return to Bill of Lading 

http://mrr.trains.com/issues/2015/great-model-railroads-2016
http://potomac-nmra.org/LayoutTours/Pete-Jane_Clarke%202011/album/index.html
mailto:wsm@greatdecals.com
http://abrams-railroad.potomac-nmra.org/
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It’s a busy morning in Monocacy Crossing as Joe is about to pick up his LCL shipment on the team 
track (foreground), while the Purina dealer gets a shipment of seed and feed 

Two Layout Open House Reports 
Brian Benoit’s Seneca Junction 

Brian Sheron’s Long Island Railroad 
by Bob Rosenberg 

A TWOFOR 
 
It was interesting to be able to visit two 
model railroads in one afternoon, especially 
railroads modeled on two very different 
actual locations yet conveniently located only 
a few blocks apart. I had seen Brian Sheron’s 
Long Island Railroad years ago but I had never 
visited Brian Benoit’s Seneca Junction before 
today so I chose to start with it, partly 
because it was new to me and partly because 
it was all right turns from Maryland Route 107. 

The Seneca Junction is a 6 foot by 16 foot 
single level free lanced layout that represents 
the area south of Frederick, MD, between 
Maryland Route 85 and the east slope of the 
Catoctin Mountains, an area I’m somewhat 
familiar with. The “Junction” in the name is 
that of the old B&O’s Main Line with a PRR 
branch extending south through Frederick and 
is prototypical of the region in the late 
1950’s. The junction includes yards for both 
railroads as well as paired tracks that extend 

in both directions from the junction. It also 
includes both left and right crossovers for full 
interchange/running on either track. The 
dual-track arrangement runs through the 
fictional town of Monocacy Crossing where 
there are numerous businesses and industries 
served by both railroads. The front section 
contains most of the structures and sidings; 
there’s a duck under to reach the access 
space in the center while the back area is for 
yards and staging. The railroad is powered 
with a mix of transition time-frame first 
generation diesels and steam. A PRR 
Fairbanks-Morse H-1044 and a B&O Alco S-1 
were running that day, which would have 
been appropriate for a railroad that models a 
junction shared by them, while a USRA 2-8-2 
was quietly parked on a siding. Rolling stock 
consists of a mixture of freight cars from the 
1930’s to the late 1950’s. Brian had recently 
built many of these cars from 1940’s and 

Photo — Thomas Gaffuri 
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Loading out the beer. (Yes, Brian is aware that billboard 
boxcars were banned by the ICC in 1937. See Model 
Railroading Rule #1.)     

 
Long Island — East Main Street in the Town of Huntington at night 

1950’s kits given to him by a friend, including 
a couple of them by manufacturers that even I 
don’t remember (they were that ancient), but 
despite their age they still looked good, plus 
they provide a tangible link to those who 

came before him in the hobby. He 
also runs a few cars given to him 
by other friends to honor their 
generosity. All of the track is 
Bachmann EZ Track and the trains 
are operated with CVP Easy DCC 
utilizing two wireless cabs, one for 
the B&O and other for PRR. The 
layout is split into two power 
districts between the railroads. All 
locomotives save one are 
DCC/sound equipped. The 
structures are standard kits by 
Walthers, DPM, and others of the 
better known brands, and are 
placed in a spread out arrangement 
that creates an uncluttered 
appearance and leaves room for 
switching cars around among the 

various industries. Brian is also in the process 
of completing the scenery on the layout; the 
roads are already in place and the rolling 
central Maryland countryside i is nicely 
reproduced in the background. 

Photo – Marshall Abrams 
 

Photo – Thomas Gaffuri 
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Long Island — A pair of P-72 MUs passing under the street in Jamaica, Queens at night 

Moving on to Brian Sheron’s Port Jefferson 
Branch, the Long Island is a railroad with 
which I have no familiarity at all, and usually 
in such instances I am pretty much dependent 
on what the modeler has produced with 
regards to authenticity. Fortunately, my live-
in Long Island expert (my wife, who once lived 
on Long Island) was able to accompany me on 
that earlier visit and recognized much of what 
Brian had done, and that was enough for me.  

The layout is set in 1964, but if he wants to 
run his new BLI LIRR H-10’s, he changes out 
his fleet of cabooses and dials the era back 10 
years to 1954 (a classic example of Model 
Railroading Rule #1: It’s my railroad). The 
layout occupies two rooms in his basement, 
one 13’ x 19’ and the other 12’ x 12’. It is a 
double track, folded dog bone arrangement, 
with a branch that runs into the 12’ x 12’ 
room where he models New York City, 
complete with an operating overhead El and a 
cutaway of the LIRR underground platforms in 

Penn Station where the MU’s would arrive to 
pick up or deliver “Dashing Dan,” the mythical 
LIRR commuter, and which greets you as you 
descend the stairs. You also have to admire 
Brian’s version of downtown Manhattan which 
looks very impressive even in HO Scale. The 
layout scenery is 100% complete with a myriad 
of realistic details; Brian estimates he has 
some 300 figures and over 100 vehicles on the 
layout, an estimate for which I took him at his 
word, and he was able to accomplish all of 
that while still working full time at his 
government job (so much for waiting to retire 
to build your railroad). He uses wireless 
Digitrax DCC and all of his engines are 
prototypical for the era(s) that he models, 
although he recently bought two Atlas C-420s 
in the 1970‘s Metro livery because he thought 
they looked neat (again, Model Railroading 
Rule #1). In any event, on that afternoon he 
was running only Long Island RR diesels, 
including one that was pushing a flat car 

Photo – Marshall Abrams 
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Long Island — East Main Street in the Town of Huntington 

 
Long Island — View of Northport Harbor 

carrying one of those small, battery powered, 
wireless video cameras sending signals to a 
nearby TV set that gave the visitors a cab ride 
of the railroad as it traveled around. He had 
sent out some advanced photos of his recent 
additions; the track is in as are the sky and 

clouds on a double sided Masonite backdrop, 
but no other work has been done as yet.  

If the Seneca Junction is an example of 
uncluttered country railroading, the Port 

Jefferson Branch is just the opposite; wall to 
wall people, cars, roads, tall buildings, etc., 
which I expect is the way Long Island itself is 
nowadays although I haven’t been there since 
1965 when my wife and I went up to see the 
World’s Fair and visit an old school friend of 

hers. The whole scene looked like 
a typical daily Washington area 
rush hour where nothing seems to 
move; if that wasn’t enough, the 
boat yard, Sheron’s Marine, 
named for Brian’s dad, was 
packed with many different 
shapes and sizes of boats and the 
modeled scrap yard was crammed 
with various pieces of metal junk. 
Even the aisles reflected that 
congested feeling; while they may 
be adequate for a few visitors or 
even a group of operators, any 
claustrophobes in attendance - 
like myself - no doubt found the 
experience of encountering a 
large number of people in a 
narrow space a bit stressful. 

Nevertheless, things really came 
to life after he cut the room lights 
and the railroad lit up like a 
Christmas tree; lighted trains, 
automobile headlights, street 
lights, lighted structures, and 
several of those multi-color 
lighted flashing advertising signs, 
most clustered around the large 
model of the Jamaica, New York 
railroad station. There’s no 
question that Brian has 
constructed a marvelous model 
that reproduces the spirit of the 
Long Island area and its railroad, 
but after about 45 minutes, I 
found myself gravitating to the 
new room where I could enjoy 
some of the more open space even 
if there were no trains in it as yet. 

I guess crowded, busy, places like New York 
City or Long Island just aren’t for me, either 
in model or prototype form.     

Return to Bill of Lading 

 

Photos – Marshall Abrams 
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Crotona’s Yard engine maintenance facilities, which handles both steam and diesel.  It includes 18 
Stall Roundhouse, Machine Shop and Diesel Shop.  This facility also has a caboose maintenance area 
and a place where railroad employees can spend the night. 

Two Layout Open House Reports 
Pete LaGuardia’s  

Western Illinois Division of the New York Central 
Mat Thompson’s Oregon Coast Railroad 

by Bob Rosenberg    photos by Glenn Downing 
Another TWOFOR

For the second Saturday this year we were 
able to schedule a double header — two 
layouts close enough to each other to be able 
to visit them both in a single afternoon — this 
time in Prince William County, Virginia. I had 
previously visited Mat Thompson’s HO scale 
Oregon Coast Railroad when the division 
toured it back in 2009, but this was to be my 
first opportunity to see Pete LaGuardia’s HO 
scale Western Illinois Division of the New York 

Central although I had previous heard many 
favorable comments about it from those who 
have attended his operating sessions. 

My personal experience with the NYC was 
pretty much limited to brushes with the 
Boston and Albany in the 1950’s when I would 
sometimes arrive in Boston’s South Station 
and find the New England States pulling in or 
parked beside us. I was particularly impressed 
by the matched pairs of E-8’s in their original 
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Railroad employees enjoying the summer 
breeze playing checkers with some well-
deserved refreshments.   

 
Derrick Barge, unloading items off flat cars to 
be transported over the Mississippi River. 

gray paint scheme with white lightning stripes 
and silver trucks that hauled it over the 
Berkshires. They were larger and more 
impressive looking than anything the New 
Haven was using by then (mostly Alco RS-2’s 
and 3’s), and since my only locomotive at the 
time was a Varney F-3, I decided to do it up in 
that paint scheme one white stripe at a time. 
I was aware that the NYC stretched all the 
way to Chicago and St. Louis (and Pete has 
stretched it a bit further west than that), but 
anything beyond the Hudson River valley was 
out of my comfort zone so I found this mid-
western re-creation most enlightening.   

The railroad is housed in a 36’ by 34’ 
space; the operating sessions run point to 
point but the design is a giant walk around 
loop to loop dog bone that weaves back and 
forth across the room. There are panels 
between the long sections for scenic 
separation using both buildings and flats, and 
there is no need to no duck under anything. 
The layout itself is on one level and the track 
work almost completely accessible for 
maintenance purposes. He runs the trains with 
NCE radio controlled DCC with sound; it’s a 
typical mix of steam and diesels you’d expect 
to find in the 1953 setting. There’s an 18 stall 
roundhouse with an indexed programmable 
turntable in one of the end loops, appropriate 
engine facilities for a model that size, and 

two accompanying large yards which double 
as staging areas. An operating session can 
accommodate crews of 13 to 17 people and 
communication is by telephone. There are 
adequate industries to keep them occupied 
that includes a meat packing plant, a paper 
mill, even a harbor car float operation. The 
track work is 99% completed (I wonder what 
his plans are for the final one percent?); the 
scenery was started a little over two years 
ago and about 25% of it is finished. The whole 
thing is extremely well done with comfortably 
wide aisles and carpeting on the floor. Even 
the fascia on the side is painted a medium 
(NYC?) gray with white graphics to delineate 
the tracks in front of you.   

On that day a long 30 plus car Santa Fe 
freight with an A-B-B-A set of yellow and blue 
F-units on the point moved slowly around the 
entire layout while various NYC trains were 
parked on staging tracks; a gray Dreyfus 
styled Hudson with a string of heavy weight 
Pullmans, a black and silver Empire State 
Express Hudson with its train of fluted  
stainless steel Budd cars, and an A-B-A trio of 
lightning striped E-7’s pulling the smooth side, 
post-war two-tone gray 20th Century Limited, 
all ready to leave at any time. With a railroad 

as large as Pete’s, these long freight and 
passenger trains with their multi-unit diesels 
look perfectly natural. There were also 
locomotives from other railroads around the 
layout and in display cases on the walls.
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Swift Meat Packing is the largest industry on the Oregon Coast Railroad. During operations a crew 
works here the entire session.  Reefers are moved to the clean out area, then to the icing 
platform and finally to the packing plant for loading. The crew also moves stock cars to the cattle 
pens and tank cars and box cars to various locations at the plant. 

 
The Marnie Christa is named for Mat’s 
daughter. It was built from a kit by Sylvan and 
sits alongside the wharf at Astoria. 

Mat Thompson’s layout has some 
similarities to Pete LaGuardia’s; also in a 

large room (36’ by 32’) and set in the mid-
1950’s, it has grown since our last visit to 
include a 50’ by 2’ “U” shaped addition, 
They’re both walk around loops where 
everything is readily accessible (something 
you especially appreciate when you don’t 
have it), are fully carpeted for comfort while 
standing to operate or observe, operate their 
trains with DCC, and use a card system for 
switching operations. But from that point on 
they look like two different worlds, probably 
because they are. The flat almost treeless 
expanse of America’s mid-western plains are 
supplanted by the mountainous and very 
heavily forested areas of Oregon west of the 
Cascades (Oregon east of the Cascades, I’m 
told, looks more like the mid-west). No long 
tangent tracks or A-B-B-A’s here; sharp 
curves, mostly short trains (except for those 
long log trains), pulled by one or two GP or SD 
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Christopher Paper is a new industry 
and details are still being added. 
The Mill is 9 feet long and less than 
18 inches wide. Traffic includes box 
cars, chip cars, oil tank cars, and 
chemical tank cars. 

 
The tug boat is also an offering from Sylvan. It is one of 
16 boats and ships on the layout. 

type diesel units painted up for Oregon Coast, 
with some occasional foreign power present 
like the NP unit being used that day. There 
are lumber and paper mills, and other 
appropriate activities in seaside fishing towns, 
plus the iconic cheese factory to provide 
activities for the operating crews. And the 
railroad has undergone a power upgrade since 
my earlier visit; the large 2-8-8-2’s that were 
used to haul the logs around have been 
replaced by those previously mentioned 
diesels, although the change was more related 
to operating problems with the steam 
locomotives rather than modernization of the 
fleet, a problem I had myself until the BLI and 
others started producing more reliable steam 
locomotives. 

I have never been to Oregon (or to the 
Pacific Northwest for that matter), although 
our daughter and her husband were there 

several years ago and brought back some 
Tillamook Cheese, made no doubt in the 
factory that Mat has modeled on his new 
addition. But one of the things I believe 
makes a model railroad successful is that you 
really feel you’re in the area being modeled 
even if you’ve not actually been there. The 
weathered seaside buildings, commercial 
businesses assembled from kits as well as kit-
bashed and scratch built depending on the 
requirements of the site, look typical of 
structures found in cold, windy coastal areas 
(think Maine), with freighters and tug boats 
docked around them, even a small car float 
operation, and trees; enormous numbers of 
trees everywhere - mostly spruce trees – so 
many that you have to look carefully to see 
the intimate scenic touches that Mat has 
included in his layout; the colony of seals on 
the small, rocky beach, or the saw mill and its 
logs in the adjacent mill pond being rounded 
up by two mill workers in a small, steam 
powered boat, the cattle in pens waiting to 
being shipped to market, and the older 
wooden box cars parked on a siding nearby. 
It’s this devotion to the details that enhances 
any model railroad, regardless of the local 

being modeled.  
Return to Bill of Lading 
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Layout Open House  
Bob Johnson’s West Virginia Midland Railroad 

When: May 14, 2016  1:00 – 4:00 pm 
 
Scale:-HO – Standard gauge 
Time period:-Summer of 1954 
Layout size:-Main area – “E” shaped 12ft. by 

16ft. with a 50 foot “around the wall” 
shelf extension 

Construction: Modified “L” girder open frame 
and “table top” (in yard areas) 

Scenery: Conventional plaster over cardboard 
support with extensive use of rock 
castings. Scenery includes over 4000 
handmade trees (wild hydrangea) and is 
approximately 90% complete  

Setting: Mountains of central West Virginia 
(Webster County) 

Design: Point to point with off line staging and 
a working interchanges 

Motive power: Combination of steam 
(primarily WVM and New Dominion Lumber 
Company) and first generation diesels 
(B&O / Western Maryland) 

Controls: The layout utilizes a Lenz DCC 
system 

The West Virginia Midland operates using a 
TT&TO system. Each operating session 
(approximately 3 hours) covers an 8 hour 
period (3:1 fast clock) so it takes three 
operating sessions to cover a full day. A 
typical operating session utilizes a dispatcher, 

operator, two yard crews, and four road crews 
(1 or 2 people per crew). Road operations 
include a mix of thru freight and passenger 
trains plus local turnarounds that work 
specific industries or towns on the line.  

Car movements during operating sessions 
are controlled by a car-card / waybill system. 

The West Virginia Midland is a freelance 
short line (based on a combination of several 
prototypes) which runs between the B&O at 
Holly Junction, West Virginia and the Western 
Maryland at Laurel Bank, WV. Both the B&O 
and the WM have industry specific haulage 
rights on the Midland.   

Major traffic producers on the Midland 
include a limestone quarry, coal mine (with a 
second simulated in staging) coke ovens, 
lumber mill (pending construction) with 
associated logging traffic and an industrial 
area around the Webster Springs / Cherry 
Falls area 

The layout is designed so that each major 
industry is a “stand alone” scene that is large 
enough to be a viable source of revenue for 
the railroad.  The intervening areas are 
modeled as open country to preserve the 

feeling of a rural short line railroad.   
Return to Bill of Lading 
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Layout Open House  
Bob Cook’s  Port Road Railroad 

When: June 4, 2016  1:00 – 4:00 pm 
 
Scale: HO standard gauge 
Time period: Transition 
Layout size: “L” with base about really a “U” 
about 20’ by 20’ and the vertical portion 
roughly 25’ long and varying in width from 2’ 
to 7’. 
Construction: Modified “Z” girder  
Scenery: Still much undone.  Completed; 
plaster on stripes of paper towel over screen 
wire or crumpled newspaper. 
Setting: South eastern Pennsylvania along the 
Susquehanna River. Perryville to Harrisburg. 
Design: Point to Point or continuous. 
Motive power: PRR (one leased RDG unit) 
mostly steam, with an occasional first 
generation diesel. 

Control: Original five cab system is still in 
place. Most operation is with a Digitrax DCC 
system. 
Operation: Serious operation uses a computer 
generated “car order” system which specifies 
movement of 48 cars, in up to 10 trains, to up 
to 29 sites. We have used it with 1-4 
operators, frequently using the continuous 
running option to simulate greater distances. 
For casual solo operation I commonly will pull 
the cars of one or two yard track and let the 
train run while I work on something at the 
work bench. 
The original dream included catenary and a 
single track railroad seemed more practical. 

 
Return to Bill of Lading 
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