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Concept and 
Inspiration Behind 
the On18 Layout

#1



Previous Model 
Railroading 
Experience

Built an N -scale 2x4 layout

Built an HO layout

Constantly building structures



But I knew very 
little about narrow 
gauge railroading. 
I had to do some 
research.

Å Narrow gauge railroads 
were prolific in the 19 th 
Century.

Å They were used for 
transportation and 
industrial needs.

Image © Maine Narrow Gauge RR Museum (2ƞ)



One of my first decisions was going to be what my narrow gauge railroad was for. I didn't want it 
to be for transportation purposes, so industrial was the way to go. But which industry? I could do a 
logging railroad. I could do a coal operation such as the East Broad Top. Or I could create a mining 
railroad that was common in Colorado and the southwest.

Image © Northeastern California 
Historical Photograph Collection

Image © Harold Dunning photo - Denver 
Public Library

Image by Otto Perry

Logging

Mining

Coal



Origins of the Layout 
Idea

An Interest for Narrow Gauge Railroading
I had more friends building narrow gauge

Southwest US Gold Mining History
A growing interest in Southwest mining



A dry wash with timber bridge
Some sort of marginal support

It would be a micro -layout
For taking to shows

Origins of the Layout 
Idea



2ƞ x 2ƞ XPS

HO-e flex track

9mm sectional track

Lambert turnouts

Carrol Creek Design Shay and Caboose

Some of the items 
I had to work with



Micro (or Mini) layouts in narrow 
gauge offer a compact, yet fully 
functional model railroad 
experience. Often four square 
feet or smaller, they still provide 
clear purpose and operational 
capability. They can include 
various themes like industrial, 
mining, or dockside settings, and 
feature elements like dual gauge 
tracks or unique locales. Perfect 
for those with limited space or 
looking to explore narrow gauge 
modeling on a smaller scale.

A Micro Layout



My visit to the Micro Madness 
Group Meet in January 2025 
was my introduction to the cult.



ÅSome of the layouts at the Micro Meet



And I have attended the Harrisburg Narrow O Show for a 
number of years representing New Tracks. 

My interest in Narrow Gauge and Micro Layouts can be 
tracked through my photos of the event.2022



2023



2024



2025



2025ÅI had taken the beginning of my layout

ÅBrought home narrow gauge items



Other Inspiration

ÅDave Meekƞs Thunder Mesa Studio

All images © Thunder Mesa Studio


